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Bath, May 10. 6 
170g. 


1 


Was in ſach full Buſineſs, preparing to quit my Houſe in London, to 
ſend my Goods with part of my Family to Exeter, and to bring the reſt | 
of it with my ſelf to this Place, that, when your Letter of Conſiderations. 


came to my Hands, I cou'd only dip into it, but had not Time to give it. 


a thorough Reading; and when ( ſoon after I came hither ) I did read it all o- 


ver. 'twas at firſt without any defign of giving an Anſwer to it, at leaſt not till 
I ſhould find more Leiſure, and better Conveniences for it, then I can have 
here; where I not only have no Books: proper for the Purpoſe, but may alſo 
to find (as I have already dong.) more other neceſſury Buſjneſs, than the 
Phy ficians will allow any perſon, in a Courſe of Drinking theſe Waters, to give 
| But, after I had read it over, and cou'd obſerve therein, 


erpect 


due Attendance to. 


little elſe, that I was concern'd in, beſides Cavilling at Words, Miſrepreſenta- 


tions of my Senſe, and ſometimes ( I muſt beg leave to ſay it) downright Falſi- 
fications, I ſoon alter d my Mind; and took up a Reſolution of Writing you an 
Anſwer from hence, according as I ſhou'd be able to find Leiſure and Conve- 
nience: Becauſe I ſaw I ſhou'd have little more to do, then only to undergo the 
Fatigue of Writing; the Matter I was to write about being ſuch, as, I con- 
ceiv'd, wou'd not require much Study or intenſe Thinking; ef 
before, and all along reſolv'd not to meddle at all ( if I might avoid it } with 
any thing ia your Letter, but only what relates to thoſe Paſſages in my TV 
Sermons, which you are pleas'd to take Exceptions to; and to clear and defend 


my 'own Meaning therein, 


For to tell you the plain Truth, tho'I am, I confeſs, clearly of Opinion, that 
the Doctrines of the Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, of SubjeFion to the High- 
er Powers, of Obedience and Submiſſion to Governours for God's and for Conſci- * 
ence ſake, and that Reſiſtance is a damnable Sin, are not only true, but like- | 
wiſe of the greateſt Importance both to the Honour of Chriſtianity, and the Se-- 
curity of Humane Society, (for which Reaſons I ſhall ſtill, at leaft till I Chall 
receive more Light, be as ready as ever | was, whenever a proper Opportunity 
offers, eſpecially on an Acceſſion- Day, or a zoth of Fanuary) to Preach theſe 
Doctrines, in the Senſe wherein I have ever hitherto nnderſtood them, and like- 
wiſe, upon a Royal Command, to Print any Sermon that I ſhall Preach upon 
thoſe Subjects; ) yet I do not think that theſe are the only Truths of Chriſtia- | 
nity, or the only Doctrines fit to be Preach d up; nor can I think my ſelf oblig d 
to engage in a Perſona] Controverſie with you, or wtth any other perſon, that 
' ſhall ever Preach, or in Print maintain, the contrary Doctrines; eſpeciall when | 
I am ſenſible I can't do it, without negle& of other Duties more nearly, and in 
my pre ſent Station, more ſtrictly Incumbent on me, Beſides, tho I think theſe 
Dodrines very neceſſary to be frequently Preach d upon to the People, accord- 
ing to that A poſtolical P reſcipt, in Tit. 3. 1. which, I hope, I ſhall alw 
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more upon them, than what bas for Subſtance been al 

too, by others over and over again; I ſee no Reaſon I have now, or can have at 
any time hereafcer, to trouble the World with any thing in Print upon theſe Sub- 
jects, ( unleſs it be at the Command of my P rince, or at the Requeſt of Friends) 
any farther then ſhall be abſolutcly neceſſary for my own Self Defence ; which 
being, you know, a prime Right of Nature, muſt by no means be neglected, or 


given up. For theſe Reaſons | have thought fit to avoid, at this time, as much 


ay 10, as may be, to engage with you upon any other Points whercin I believe we may 
* differ; and to keep as cloſe as I can only to the Defence of what I have already 
>. t 5 | Printed: aud being fo reſolved, I am the more eaſily induc'd to write an Anſwer 
* reſt do you from hence, ( as [ ſhall be able to find time to do it) partly that you 
ation; may not think your ſelf neglected, which I have reaſon to believe you wou'd 
ve i rake heinouſly ill ; and partly becauſe I do not foreſee, when at any time this 
N Lommer I may be lik to have more leiſure, tho' I might have better helps, for 
of till“ riting you an Anſser than I have now. Neverthelefs being at preſent under 
| hav the Circumſtances before mention'd, I hope I may be excus'd, if in citing Scrip- 
alſo ture I ſhould not always name Chapter and Verſe, nor hit exactly upon the very 
Ji the Words af the Tranſlation : Or if iv referring to any point of Hiſtory, or other 
> wins” 2 I ſhould commit any ſuch Miſtakes, as one of a very bad Memory 
h — 2 may eaſily fall into. And ſo ( ſaving to my ſelf, c. as is uſual in Anſwers to 
seht * Bills in Chancery (to your Letter it ſelf I Anſwer as follows : 
Falſi- 81 R, 
{+ yang = Your Letter, after a ſhort Introduction expreſſing wi h what ReluQance you 
g0 the forc'd your ſelf to write ir, and after a general Profeſſion of your Zeal for that 
con- good old.] Cauſe which you have been for ſome time engag'd in, begins with 
bein, a ſort of Rating the Queſtion between us, which you make to be Whether the 
| with Nature and End of Government neceſſarily take away from the governed Part 
To of Mankind the Right of Self Defence ; Or, Whether the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
defend bath utterly depriv'd them of any ſuch Right, and left them naked and de- 
"BYE fenceleſs againſt all poſſible Attempts of their Governours : And then you add 
„that theſe Words; Tour Lordſffip hath been pleas'd to expreſs ſome Zeal for the 
High- $ affirmative Side of theſe Queſtions : A notorious Falſhood ! (Pardon the Word, 
zonſei- * for if I don't make it out, 1'il revoke it.) By meeting with which at the be- 
like. gSianiog of your Letter, your Reader may judge, what fair Uſage of me he is 
| 4 like to meet with in the reſt of ir, For, as to the ſecond of theſe Queſtions, 
| (hall ſo far am I from expreſſing any Leal for the affirmative Side of it, that, to the 


beſt of my Remembrance, I have not, in either of thoſe Two Sermons which 
4 you find fault with ſo much as once ſimply affirm'd, that the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Crit has depri vd Men of any natural Right whatſoever ; tho' I don't know 
WF bur that | may have ſaid ſomerhiog like it, in ſome other Sermon or Sermons 
in my courſe ot Preaching : dor | muſt tell you, that thoſe Evangelical Pre- 
cepts which forbid the Reſiſtance of Evil, which preſcribe The turning the 


. ot her Cheek, the Parting with the Coat, and the Going Two Miles, and which 


Command, in ſome Caſcs, the Cutting off the Right Hand, and the Plucking 
pur the Right Eye, and the Hating even Father, Mother, Wife and Children, 
louſes and Lands, yea, and Life tos, do ſeem to me to look à little that way. 
Aud, as to the Affirmative of the Firſt Queſtion, viz. That the Nature and 
$ End of Government neceſſarily tale away from the governed Part of Mankind 
F | 3D A 2 | 
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=_—_ "eheRight of Self-defence, Tam till more confident, that J have not in either 
F of thoſe Sermons ( nor, I believe, in any other) aſſerted it, much leſs expreſs'd 
any Zeal for it. And for this, if you won't believe me upon my own Word, I 
am able to produce a very good Witneſs; a Witneſs, tho' toa Negative, whoſe 
ſufficiency to bear ſuch Teſtimony, and whoſe Veracivy and Credit, you, of all 
Men, will not, I dare ſay, preſuwe to call in queſtion ; for ic is no other Per- 
ſon, I aſſure you, then your good Self, who in the 15th Page of your Letter, 
Line 17. have been pleas'd to wrire down theſe very gracious Words: Al that 
# contended for with any Teal, © this, That there ſhould'be à Right left in the 
governed Society, to preſer de it ſelf from Ruin and Deſtruction; Which is 
a Point that pour Lordſhip hath not touch d upon. For cheic kind 
Words, Sir, I muſt own my {elf extremely oblig'd to your Goodneſs ; not only 
becauſe they clearly acquit me from that Charge which you had before brought 
againſt me, but alſo becauſe this gracious Conceſſion of yours, that I have not 
touch d upon that Point, will ſave me the trouble of writing any Anſwer to, [ 
believe, near half your Letter; all that part of it, I mean, wherein you aſſert 
and undertake to prove the natural Right of Self-defence. For (that I may 
not be wholly wanting in Conceſſions ) I alſo am very free ro grant that meer 
Self defence is one of the moſt innocent means, that the governed Part of the 
Society can ſomerimes uſe, to preſerve it ſelf from Ruin and Deſtruction, in 
Caſe of ſome poſſible Artempts of their Governour;:, However this being a 
Point, which, you grant, I have nor yer touched upon, I am reſolved, if 
it be poſſible, for my own Eaſe and Quietneſs ſake, to forbear touching upon 
it in this Letter; and to keep wholly and ſolely to the Point of my own Self- 
defence againſt your Attacks; the rather becauſe I have abuadance of other 
Buſineſs now lying upon my Hands, which I think more neceſſary to be done, 
then tis to enter into a Controverſie, about freſh Matter, with you, or with 
any other Perſon whatſoever, Only, by the way, I can't but offer it to your 
own ſerious Conſideration, with what truth you cou'd ſay before, that 1 have 
not only affirmed, bur expreſſed ſome Zeal in affirming, that the Nature and 
End of Government neceſſarily take away from the governed Part of Mankind 
the Right of Self defence ; when as here you grant, that I have not fo much'as 
_touch'd upon the Point of the Right that is left in the governed Society to 
preſerve it ſelf from Ruin and Deſtrufion : And likewiſe what good Reaſon 
you had to Attack me ia ſuch a manner as you have done, or what Provocati- 
on I had given you to. do it; when you your ſelf (in the 13th Line of that 
15th Page of your Letter) are pleas'd to intreat me, not to think that you 
are cagtending for the words Accountable, or Cenſure, or Puniſhment, which, or 
the like, you ſeem to grant, arc the only Words, or Things that I had found 
fault with; and when, in the words immediately preceding that your gracious | 
Conceſſion, of my nor having touched upon the Point of the Right left in the 
governed Society to preſerve it ſelf from Ruin, you ſay that a# that is contended 
for with any Zeal is, that there ſhould be ſuch a Right left. Contend then fo. 


this as much as you pleaſe, and with as much Zeal as you pleaſe ; but what 2 
Reaſon, I pray, had you to contend with me about it, who, by your own Con- de 
telſon, have not touched upon that Point? What Reaſons had you to ſend a | h 
Letter to ze upon that Subject, who, you grant, have ſaid nothing about it? hk 
If I have, in either or both thoſe Sermons which you expreſs your diſlike of, 5 


us'd ſome Words or Expreſſions not very properly, or have urg d ſome Argu- 
ments in treating of the Subject I was upon, that are not ſo ſtrong _— 
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fore ever you ſent ir me) namely this, | Page 4. Line 19.. ] 
ſenſible that my Reputation and Authority are ſo grtat, that of themſelves they 


bleneſs, Cenſure, Puniſhment, or whatever elſe you pleaſe, except Self Defence, 
What Reaſon had you to write a Letter to me about Self-Defence, and in that 
to be ſo ſevere upon me for ſome Slips, which I had made, in a Sermon that { 
had Preach'd about Accountableneſs, (c? This, I muſt needs ſay, looks like 
picking a Quarrel with me withour a Cauſe. Not but tliat I am ſenſibl yon 


do give a Reaſon, ſuch an one as it is, of your writing your Letter to me, 


( to me I ſay, but firſt to the World; for to the World it was publiſh'd, be- 
That you was 


are thought, by many, ſufficient to fix the Stamp of Truth upon what bears a 
Name ſo much honour'd, and reſpected: Your Servant, Sir, for that: Well, 
but that then? What was it, I beſeech yon, that you was ſo afraid my Repw- 
tation, ({$c. ſhould fix the Stamp of Truth upon? Was you afraid that they 
would give ſuch a Currency to the words Accountable, we, or if you pleaſe, 


 Unaccountable, Uncenſurable, Unpuniſpable, as the Royal Stamp does tu coined 


Moncy ? No, that cou'd not be your Reaſon, for you intreat me to think that 
on are not contending about thoſe word, Or was you afraid that my Reputati- 
on. Ce. ſhou'd fix that ſame Stamp of Truth upon the Notion ( fo much ab- 


horred by you) that there is no Right left to the governed Society to preſerve 


it ſelf from Ruin. No; neither cou'd that be your Reaſon ; for that you knew, 
was a Point I had not touched upon: Some other Reaſon then, you mult think 
of, to give of your writing that your Letter to me; which, but for its ca- 
villing at a few Paſſages in my Sermon, you might as well have written: to 
any other Man, And till I can hear of a better Reaſon from you, then whar 
you have yet given of this your violent Aſſault upon me, I ſhall nor forbear 
thinging, that the true Reaſon of it was, becauſe I am ( tho? unworthy, yer 
by God's Permiſſion, and the Queen's Favour) a Biſtop: And a Biſpop is thought 
by ſome People to be a fort of an Eccleſiaſtical Governour ; upon which ac- 
ount, tho' other Men, Presbyters or Deacons, have doubteleſs, as well as I, 
written uncorrectly, and argued weakly or inconſtently, yet you might 
think it more agreeable to your own Principles, as well as more for the 
Honour of your own aſlur'd Victory, to ſingle out and ſer upon a Biſhop, 
rather than any other Man, that was more undoubtedly your Equal or In- 


teriour. 
But tis time now that I ſhonld begin a more direct and formal Anſwer to 


your Letter: And becauſe in the Courſe and Circumſtances I am now in, 


I muſt not fit long at a time, to this work, nor can ſo conveniently frame and 
carry in my mind the whole Scheme of an Anſwer at once, therefore that [ 
may be the ſurer nor to overlook any thing in your Letter that is material, 


or requiſite tor me to - any Anſwer to, I'll follow you Page by Page, and 


Paragraph by Paragraph and to ſave my ſelf, as much as may be, the trouble 
of writing, II ſeldom, unleſs when I cana't avoid it, tranſcribe your words: 
Zut. deſiring my Reader (for by the Method that you have begun, my Letter 
too muſt have other Readers beſides your lelft) to have your Letter before 
him, at the ſame time that he reads my Anſwer to it, I ſhall then leave it to 
kim co judge, whether the Anſwer I make to thoſe Parts of jt which I (hall 
Anſwer; be to the Purpoſe, and whether the Reaſons | give for my not anſwer- 
g thoſe Parts of it, which I ſhall not trouble my ſelf ro make any Anſwer to, 


- tvficieut, And now to my Task, 
LR, n What 
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xt follow! our Lerrer, Page 4. Aker the Realons you have thought 
Writing ic, to the end of that Section, I rake to be meer 
Compliment, and as ſuch I accept it ; acknowledging nevertheleſs, that (as the 
Saying is) 'twas more your Goodneſs than my Deſert, NY 

In the next Paragraph, Page 5. you ſay I have in my Two Acceſſion Sermons 
given-ſuch an Account of my Judgment concerning the Duty of Subjects, and 
the Original and Authority of Governours, as ſeems to give juſt ground for and 


an Examination of ir, I grant this; and ſo wou'd any other Judgment that 1 


cou'd have given upon theſe Points; therefore pray examine it much as you 
will. 

tn the Three following Sections, Page 6, 7, 8. you pick ovt ſome Paſſa- 

ges in thoſe Two Sermons, which, you ſay, you defign t wake further uſe of, 
and to (ſhew to be inconſiſtent with ſome other Particulars in thoſe ſame Sermons, 
or to be ſuch wherein you are forc'd to differ from me, I am ſorry Sir, that 
you and I ſhould differ about any thing, eſpecially about any Matters of ſuch 
great Importance, as you ſay theſe are, And I am ſtill more concern'd that I 
fhould differ from my ſelf; But whether I do fo or not, ſhall be confider'd in its 
proper Place; and if there ſhould ſecm to be ſome little difference between us, 
yet, | and my ſelf being old Aequaintance, and very good Friends, I hope it miy 
eatily be accommodated. - 

At the end of Page 8. you except againſt an Argument or Inference, which 
you ſay ( how truly ſhall be ſcen by aud by ) I had drawn from the Magiſtrates 
being called rhe Minifter of God, 12. that therefore there is none above him up- 
em Earth, to queſtion, renſure, or puniſh him, and that he is accountable to 
zone but God; and in the Eight following Pages you offer Five Reaſons agaialt 
it, which I (hall now examine. T 

Your Firſt is, Page 9. That the Magiſtrate is called not barely the Miniſter 
of God, bur the Miniſter of God for Good; That is, as I ſuppole, the Endof his 
Inſtitution by God was the Good of the Governed Society; and this Point, which 
you are here pleas d to put me in mind of, I my felt was not forgetful of in that 
Sermon in its proper Place. Bur, granting this, does it therefore follow, that 
there is any body above him upon Earth, to queſizon, cenſure, or puniſh him, 
in Caſe he does not do that Good to the governed Society that he ſhould do? 
or that he is accountable to any beſides God? So blind am I, that I can't ſee 
the Reaſon of that Conſequence, That he is accountable, and puniſhable, 
af he does not do his Duty, I have granted, yea, and contended for too, even 
in that very Sermon, tho” Preach'd before our Sovereign Lady the Queen; and 
I believe, ſhe liked my Sermon the better for my ſaying ſo : The only Queſtion 
3s, to whom the Magiſtrate is accountable, and by whom he is puniſhable, and I 
ſay indeed that it is to and by God, and to and by none elſe, beeauſe there is none 
elſe bur God above him. And [ humbly conceive, that if you will not agree to 
this, either you muſt hold, that he is not accountable ar all, not even to God 
himſelf, (which is higher I'm ſure than the very Tip Top of Toriſm) or elſe yov 
muſt hold, rhat there is ſome body above him upon Earth; contrary te «!;at 
you have, I ſuppoſe, more than once ſolemnly declared in the Preſence of C, 
and even to God himſelf, when you told him, I hope in more than a Compli 
ment, that he was che only Ruler of Princes; tho' I won't be poſitive that you 
have ever ſaid this to Him fince the Printing of your Sermon and its Defence. 
Bur let that paſs ; If the Magiſtrate be accountable to any Body upon Earth . 
us find out, if we can, whom it is to: Now in a Society there are only TVO arts, 
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the Governing, and the Governed, as you your ſelf well diffinguifh ; The t 


werning Part, | take (under Correction) to be the Magiſtrate, and the 
Governed Part thoſe who are commonly call'd Subjects; If therefore the Go- 
wverning Part, that is, the Magiſtrate, be accountable to any upon Earth, it - 
muſt be to the Governed Part, that is, to his Subjects; for there are none be- 
fides them Two in the whole Society: And to ſay, that the Governing Part is 
accountable to, and puniſhable by, the Governed Part, ſeems to me, (to wiſer 
Heads it may appear otherwiſe ) juſt the ſame as 10 ſay, that the Governing Part 
is the Governed ; and the Governed the Governing, For I can't for my Life, 
but think, that there is more of Government exercis d in Queſtioning, Cenſu- 
ring, and Puniſhing, then there is in being Queſtion'd, Cenſur d and Puniſh'd. 

Your Second Argument (pag. 1oth ) againſt my Argument is this, Thar 
Every Perſon inthe World, who i the Inſtrament of Good to us, in the Minifter 
of God to us for Good, and that this may be affirm'd of them without any ſuch 
univerſal and unlimited Inference as this, 1 Grant it ; and therefore if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, That the Subject is the Minifter of God for Good to the Magi- 
ftrate as he certainly is, being at great Charges in paying Taxes, and ſometimes 
hazarding his Life to ſupport his Princes Diguity and Power; I think I ſhouw'd 
not have made that Inference, tho' perhaps you might: But I confider'd ( and 
ſo l ſuppoſe wou'd any Man but Mr. Hoadly ) that the Perſon the Apoſtle was 
there ſpeaking of was the Higher Power; or if you pleaſe, for ſo I confelsT un- 
derſtand it, the Higbeſt Power upon Earth; and from the Apoſtles affirming, 
that he, as ſach, is the Miniſter of God, or that he has a Commiſſion from God 
to exerciſe the Higheſt Power, I ſtil] think that the Inference was very juſt; For 
if he holds the Higheſt Power upon Earth by Commiſſion from God, and to que- 
ftien, cenjure and puniſh be of acts of Power, (as truly I rake em to be) then 
I think it does very plainly follow, that none but God can queſtion and puniſn 
him: becauſe there is none upon Earth, that is or can be higher than the High- 


eſt Power upon Earth, 


Your Third Argument (pag. 10. to 14.) is ad hominem, and to this effect, 


That the Magiſtrates receiving a Commiſſion for one particular, work, ought not 


to be an Argument (in wy own Judgment) to prove that there is none upon 


$ Earth that may queſtion, cenſure, or puniſh him; Becauſe I my ſelf, you ſay, 


have contended that the Magiſtrates Commiſſion is not abſolute and unlimited, 
bat confin'd to one Purpoſe, viz, that of Civil Government ; and alſo that for 
another Purpoſe the Eccleftaſtical Officers have likewiſe receiv'd @ Commiſſion 
from Cod. Where, by the way, I can't but take notice of your fouly miſ- 


| repreſenting my Senſe, when you ſay, that I have confin'd the Magiftrate's 
& Commithon to one purpoſe, viz. that of Civil Government; whereas I am ſure, 
chat in that very Sermon I have expreſly aſſerted, that the Higheſt Power, or Su- 


preme Magiſtrate, is Supreme Governor over all Perſons, and in al! Cauſes : 


| which I think is more than to limit his Commiſſion to oe Purpoſe, viz. that of 


rl Government. But let this paſs, and let us ſee whether there be any thing in 
e Argument it {elf that proves the falſeneſs or unwarrantableneſs of my luſę- 
:ence, viz, That the Magiſtrate being Commiſſioned to his Office by God, is ac- 
ountable for Male - Adminiſtration only to God, and not to his Subjects. And 
i confeſs I am at a great loſs to find where the force of it lies, or where you 
meant the force of it ſhould lie, tho? to find it, I have read over the whole 
Far:graph two or three times. | 
One while I thought it might be deſign'd in thoſe Words, ( pag. 12th ) — 
* s 


* 
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the Commiſſion of the Miniſters of the Goſpel cannot exempt them in Caſes whert- 
in they are void of al Authority , and to which. their Commiſſion reacheth not; 
fo cannot it be prov'd barely from their Commiſſion, that Magiſtrates are in a 
more exempt condition. But I cou d not diſcern any force in this,-becauſe tho a 
Commiſſion to a Prieft may not place him above all Humane controul in Caſes 
without his Commiſſion, i. e. in Secular Caſes, wherein be is moſt certainly 
ſabje& to the Magiſtrate, yet a Commiſſion to a Man to be ſupreme Megiſtrate, 
and to exerciſe the higheſt Power, may well be ſuppos d to include in it ſuch an 
exemption; Becauſe no Man can cenſure or puniſh him, in any Cauſe, or for 
any Crime, and conſequently not for exceeding his Commiſſion, who is not 
higher than he, that is, who is not higher than the Higheſt, which none is but 
God, who gave him that Commiſſion. - | 
Another while I thought the Force of your Argument might be intended tolie 
in thoſe other Words (Page 12) The Magiſtrate (as I, you ſay, obſerve) can 
act with Authority no further than hu Commiſſion reaches, conſequently he can 
have no Superiority any further, and conſequently his Superiority vaniſhes in 
thoſe Inſtances in which he ads without or againſt his Gommiſſion. But neither 
do I ſee any Force in this Argumeat : For I can grant all this, and yer ſtill hold 
and maiatain my Concluſion, wiz. That the Higheſt Power upon Earth is for 
any Male Adminiſtration, accountable only to God, For admit that he can a& 
no further than his Commiſſion reaches, admit that he has no Superiority any 
further, and admit that his Superiority vaniſhes in thoſelnſtances in which he acts 
without or againſt his Commiſſion, all that ſeems to me to follow from hence is, 
that his Subjects are not bound to obey him in thoſe Inſtances ; ( which is what 1 
haveexpreſly granted more than once in that Sermon) bur it does not therefore 
follow, that he thereby ſo ceaſeth to be a Magiſtrate, as that thenceforward his 
Subjects are not bound to obey him in any thing; nor does it at all follow from 
thence, that his Subjects may contronl, Cenſure, and Puniſh him for doing 
what he had not Authority from God to do; for ſtill, if the Power 'that was 
granted to him by the Divine Commiſſion was the Higheſt Humane Power, tho? 
he exceeds the Powers of his Commiſſion, and ſo far has no Superiority, he 
may, and, I think, muſt remain to be the Higheft Humane Power, until his 
Commiſſion to exerciſe the Supreme Power ſhall be vacated, or taken from him 
by that Authority which gave it, | 
And therefore I ſhan't need (in order to maintain my Concluſion) to prove ei- 
ther of thoſe Two Points which you put upon me to prove; whereof the Firſt is, 
That the Commiſſion given by Ged to Magiſtrates gives them à poſitive Aut hori- 
ty to act againſt the ends of their Inſtitutions, and the Deſign of their Com- 
miſſion, Now this I ſay I ſhan't need to prove, becauſe without proving, 
or ſo much as believing, this, I may believe and hold, that tho”. they 
act againſt the End of their Inſlitution, and the Deſign of their Commiſſi- 
on, they are yet for their ſo doing accountable only to their Superiors, a- 
is, if it be the Supreme Magiſtrate that is ſpoken of, only to God, An ng 
not under any Obligation to prove this, I ſay further, that Iwill not pr * 
nor go about to prove it, and that for another very good Reaſon, wiz. b 
I don't believe it. The other thing which you would put upon me to 1 +Fe 
and ſay 1 muſt prove, if I can'c or won't prove this, is, That Magiſtrates, th 
Supreme Magiſtrate I hope you mean) remain Supreme, even in thoſe Caſe: i 
which they have no Authority, and in which they cannot be the Miniſters of God, 
the" it be their Authority only, and their being the Myniſters of God, that * 
| 4 
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neither, nor will I own, that in order to maintain my Concluſion, viz. That 


or admitting that in thoſe Caſes wherein the Magiſtrate has no Authority, he 
loes not retain his Supremacy, (good Reaſon why, for he never had it) ſo as 
o have 2 Right to exact Obedience from his Subjects in thoſe Inſtances; he may 
devertheleſs ſo far retain that Supremacy which he had before, as not ro be Sub- 
& co their Cenſure or Puniſhment. For to warrant them to Cenſure or Puniſh 
heir Governour, it is not chough that they are able to prove, that he has ex- 
eeded his Commiſlion, that ouly qualifies them to be Complainants or Witneſſes 
gainſt him) unleſs hey can likewiſe ſhew, that they have a Commiſſion from 
| Power Superior both to him and them, to qu ion, cenſure, and Puniſh him 
or his ſo doing. 
And this, I itill think, is well enough 1]luflrated by the Inſtance I gave in my 
Sermon (you ſay very vnfortunately, I chink tortunarely enough) of the Mayor of 
Corporation wha-after his Election is nos accountable to thoſe that choſe him bus 
o the Queen, by whoſe Commiſſion he as You lay indeed, thir the Commiſſion 
gi ven to this Mayor makes hi not Snperior to any in the Corporation, unleſs 
t be in the due exe:ution of his Office, Ifay on the other nde, and 1 muſt believe 
t too, till I am otherwiſe iniiructed by ſuch as underuand the Contititution of 
orporations better, that the Commiſſion given to the Mayor does make him 
Superior to any in the Corporation, fleeping or waking, and whether he duly 
xecutes his Authority or not; and that his negle& of his Duty, or Male- 
Adminiſtration of his Office, do not, ipſe facto, and without further Judicial 
d roceedings againit him deprive him ot his Superiority, during the Term of his 
ommiſſion; and likewiſe, that of ſuch negle& or Male- Adminiſtration, the 
Queen, or Perſons Commiſſion' d by Her Majeſty, and not any or every Free- 
man in the Coporation, are the proper Judges. You ſay further, that the 
Fupream Governour will not cenſure or puniſh any Freeman for oppoling this 
Mayor) in any Caſes but thoſe to which his Commiſſion reacheth : Truly I 
$an'c tell what the Supreme Governour will do; for that is e'en as he pleaſe, or 
s he is in the Humour; and as to what he may or ſhou'd do in ſuch a caſe, I 
eave it wholly to the Lawyers to declare? Becauſe indeed the Caſe you put is 
othing at all to the purpoſe ; for the only Queſtion before me, or which that 
part of my Sermon led td, was, whether the Freemen, or any Freeman that pleaſes. 
df the Corporation, can, withour Commiſſion from the Queeu, fir in judgment 
ppon the Mayor. You ſay ſtill further, that the Queen's Commiſſion does not 
rempt him (the Mayor) from an Equality, with other, Freemen, in other 
Inſtances. And ſo let it be, fince according to your levelling Principles you will 
eeds have it to be ſo, let him be equal to the reſt in all other Inſtances, yet ſtill 
y Opiniog is, that this Equality will not make chem his Judges ; a little Supe- 
iority, I think, is requiſite for that. Ay, but, ſay you, In all Caſes when the 
Danger is imminent, Violence is allowed to be repelled with Violence, and the 
ame Behaviour which is allowed in the Caſe of Equals, And thus we ate in- 
enhbly gone off from the koint of Cenſure, Judgment and Puniſoment to that 
df Self Defence ; on which Subjet, you may, tor all me, Preach and Write 
ith as much Zeal as you pleale ; becauſe that being (as you grant a Point 
hich I have not toucht upon yer, 1 am reſvly'd not to meddle with it 
ow. 
Your 4th Reaſon (Page 14th) againſt my Inference, is, That St. Paul might 
4 | 8 poſſibly 


hem thi Supremacy. But now, to ſhew how croſe l can be, I wor'e prove this 


he Magiftrate is not accountable to his SubjeRs, I have any need to prove it. 


| 
| 
| 
Ro 


God, whereas other Magiſtrates are ſo only in ſubordination to the Supreme; 


»10/ 


poſſibly in that ſaying of his, He is the Miniſter of God, have ſome Re ſpect to as you 
the Deputed Magiſtrate, as well as to the Supreme; ſo that conſequently the Puniſhn 
Magiſtratcs being called the Miniſter of God, is no Proof that he is not accountable bout, 1 
to any but God. True: But tho' St. Paul might in that Saying have ſome her litt 
Reſpect to the Deputed Magiſtrate, yet 'tis more certain that in it he had Re Ind hav 
ſpe& to the Supreme Magiſtrate ; The Higher Powers, the Perſon there ſpeken g you | 
of, or if you pleaſe ths Higheſt Power, being moſt eminently the Miniſter oſake al 

Friend 
Aud therefore if I alſo in my Sermon had chiefly a Reſpect to him, nay, and What 
if ia making thar Inference I had Reſpact to bim only, I hope | may be excus'd, Right t. 
eſpecially when the very Nature of the Inference plainly ſhew'd, that I had ſelf fr 


bs - 


at that time Reſpect to him and only to him; and I verily believe that not one me as 
Man that has read my Sermon, not even Mr, Hoaaly himſelf, ever thought that And r 
I meant there to ſpeak of any other than only the Supreme Magiſtrate, And, ke me 
indg-d,huw ſhould he? when I my ſelf had in that very Sentence which is excepted _ el 

naceavo 


againſt, expreſly declared that I did mean him, and none other, For, after having 


allowed that according to the Conſtitution of ſome Countries (particularly in E- My F. 


lective Kingdoms) the Nomination of the Officer, even the Supreme Officer of a rly th, 
may be in the People, I then add theſe Words (Pag, 7.) Even in this Caſe, thy ave fro: 
ave. 


the People Name the Perſon, they don't give him hu Authority; They Chuſe the 
Officer, but when that's done, he is God's Officer, not theirs ; he is the Miniſter 0 
God, not the Servant of the People, — And if it be the Soveraign Power of 
all, which, according to the Conſtituti on, he is, by Vertue of ſuch Election, choſen 


In An 
Wiowed 


quiret 


to, being poſſeſt of that, he has no Superior but God, he has none above him toi Civil 
Queſtion, Cenſure or Puniſh him, And whoſo reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the laier © 
Ordinance of Gid, Which Words I have here tranſcrib'd, not only to ſhew, that effet 
it is the Supreme Magiſtrate I am there ſpeaking of, when I ſay he is puniſhable ceſſar 
only by God, but alſo to let the Reader ſee your manifeſt Falfification in this? Life, 
Argument: For by Reading this your Fourth Reaſon, he vill naturally be led xpreſſic 
to think, that the Unaccountableneſs which I aſſerted to the Supream Magiſtrate” ds 
1 1 ir 


was gronnded only upon his being called by St Paul the Miniſter of God; Where- 


as indeed I did not grounded it at all upon that Phraſe ; bur I grounded it only 8 the E 


upon his having u Superior but God, and upon his having none above him, up- d ſom 
on Earth, to Queſtion, Cenſure, or Puniſh him; and his Superiority or Su- ad done 
preamacy; was the very thing ſuppoſed in the Caſe as it was put; I, ſay I, ente 
be the Sovera:zzn Power of all that he is choſen to and poſſeſt of, then beer © 
has no Superior but God, c. If this ben't Cavilling, I don't know what is Wmployr 
Your fifth and laſt Reaſon ( Pag. 15.) againſt that my Aﬀertioa (or if you wp! 
will have it ſo, my Inference from the Words of the Apoſtle He 1s the Miniſter * may b 
of God) is this, Imuſt intreat your Lordſhip not to think that I am contending ls of t 
for the Words Accountable or Cenſure, or Puniſhment ; 1 know none who are ed of 
ſollicitous about them; all that is contended for with any Zeal is, that thert . 
, | 


ſhould be a Right left in the Governed Society to preſerve it ſelf, e. I callſſ 
this Your Fifth Reaſon againit my Aſſertion, becauſe I find it in your Letter 
numbred as ſuch: Ocherwiſe I ſhould rather have thought, and called it a good 
Reaſon to ſhew, thit the Four foregoing Reaſons were nothing to the purpoſe, 


uch fo! 
Wl, cho? 
is n 


and might as well haye been ſpar d. For if all that I had contended for was 2b ae of 
Supreme Magiſtrate's Unaccountableneſs to any but God, (as will be evident to 1s haze 


any Man that reads that Part of my Sermon and is in effect granted by you, Rl All 


when you allow that I have not touch d upon the, Right left in the Gover acd| 
Sociè. 


as you here intreut me t0 think you are not) nay if Acconntable, Cenfars, or 
daniſpment are Words or Things which none that you know of are ſolicitou- 


bout, methinks for Peace fake, or for old Acquaintance fake, or for ſome o- 


e ſpect kc 
ntly the 


ountable 


ve ſomel her little Reaſon, you might have let my Aſſertion or Inference have paſſed ; 
had Re. Ind have ſaid nothing to the contrary : But to give Four ſuch killing Reaſons, 
e ſpokenfWs you have done, agaipſt it, and then, as if they had not been enow, and to 
niſter offÞ2ke all ſure, to add this Fifth Knock-down Reaſon over and above, This, to 
upreme ; Friend eſpecially, was cruel and unmerciful beyond meaſure, 

ay, and What follows in that and the next Page, is only about Self- Defence, or the 


® icht that the Governed Society (as Subjects, Children, c,) has to preſerve 
ſelf from Ruine and Deſtruction; a Point (as you grant) not r0uch'd upon 
me as yet, and which therefore I am reſolv'd to ſay rothing of now. 


excus'd, 
t I hae 


nor one 

ght thai And now I come to the Second Part of your Letter, (Pag. 17.) in which you 
And, ke me to task for aſſerting that the Power of the Magiſtrate is from God, (im- 
erceptedediately from God, you ſay, but I dont remember I us'd that Word) and 
r having ndeavour to invalidate the Rexſons I brought for it. 

ly in E. My Firſt Reaſon, you ſay, is, That the Power of the Magiftrate, particu» 
r of all ry that of cutting of Evil ders, is ſuch a Power, as the Magiftrate can't 
aſe, thi (ve from the People, becauſe tis what they themſelves never had, nor cou d 
huſe the ve. And I grant that this is the Senſe of my Argument. | 
niſter 0 In Anſwer to which you affirm ; That for the ſake of Publick Good a Man Fi 
wer of lowed to have ſuch Power over his own Life, as to contract, that, when that 
„ choſen Equiretk it, it ſhall be given up: Which is all that is pretended to in the Caſe 
» him te Civil Government. And this, you ſay, is plain from hence, that when a 
derb the lier voluntarily Liſts himſelf into the Service of his Country, he contrafts 


-w, that fe to this purpoſe, that, when his General Commands him, and it becomes 


aiſhableWece/2r for his Country's Good, he muſt and will venture were he is ſure to loſe 
in this! Life, Where, by the way, if I was as much diſpos'd to carp at Words and 
y be led Wxpreifions as you are, | might ask, how a Man can be ſaid to venture where he is 


giſtrate re to loſe ? For a venture is properly where there is ſome Uncertainty , a 
Where-Peſſibility, a Hazard, or Probility there may be; but where there is a Certainty 
ir only the Event, there is no Venture. And yet, indecd, I mult grant that you 
im, up- ad ſome Reaſon for expreſſing your ſelf after this manner, becauſe unleſs you 
as Ss ad done ſo, your Argument wou'd have loſt all that Force which now it may 
ay I, em to have plainly appear'd to be, as if your had argued, That a Man had 
then hel ower over his own Life, becauſe, for publick Good, he may exerciſe ſuch an 
hat is Employmeat as can't be exercis'd wihuut hazarding his Life; he may, for 
r if you . xample, be a Builder even at the Top of St. Paul's, or he may be a Salior, or 
Miſter x 2 may be a Miner, or he may be a Phyſician, or he may undertake the Buiſi- 
tendingÞ ls of tending, or carrying to the Grave, People that are Sick, or that have 
i. a ed of the Plague; and by the ſame Reaſon he may be a Soldier; becauſe, 
Wo, in the Exerciſe of the Military Employment, a Man may truly be thought 


re 
8 1 runa greater hazard of his Life than in ſeveral other Profe ſſions, yet 'ris very 
Letter uch for the publick Good that ſome (hould be of that Employmear : and after 
a good I, tho" a good Soldier mult needs very often run the hazard of his Life, yet 
urpoſe, Fe is nat ſure that he (ſhall meet with his Death if the Field of Battle. The 
ge uke of Marlborough (to his Immortal Praiſe be it ſaid) has very frequently run 


dent to is hazard, for his Country's Good and Safety, and yet (God be thanked) he 

by you, Bull alive ; and long may he lige, even whea his Queen and Counts y (hall have 

yweracd i : 53 > ao 
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fo further occahon for his Service in the Field, to enjoy the Comtort of tha 
Repoſe, which he will have been a main Inſtrument of procuring tor us all 
and at liſt, full of Yearsand Glory, may he die in Peace, and in his Bed. 
But becauſe you was ſenſible that this might be thought not fully to touch th 
Point, truly I am of Opinion it doth not come near it by a Mile) you add (Pag 
19.) what you ſeem to think will come nearer to the Caſe in hand: {out whic 
truly 1 muſt beg leave hilt is atleaſt anorher Mile further off irom ir) Sup 
poſing (ſay you) no fix'a Magiftrate, or General, a Neighbourhood of Perſons, i 
dinger from Robbers and Muraerers, attempting their Ruine, may jointly con ſen 
#1 go out agernit theſ? Enemies. Moſt certamly they may; Who cver doubret 
it? But then you add farther, A. any particular Man hath ſuch Power ove 
his omꝝ Life, that be may with Honour, wol-utarily vu upon 1mevitable Death 
knowing that he aoth h, in order to (uftnin the firſt onjet F theſe Enemies, an 
for the ſafety and ſecurity of his Neighbours, And thac he may do this grea 
and honourable Thing, I am free to gra':t; but not upon your Reaſon, wv? 
becauſe he hae Power over his own Life; but for another good Reaſun that 
have to my ſelf; ivr ' tis bur ſuppoling, (which I am in hopes you ll grant, the 
I know another Gentleman, mach of rhe ſame Sentiment with you as tov th 
Origin ofthe Magiſtrates Power, that wou'd not grant it; 'Tis but ſuppoſing 
I iay,) or deſiring the Favour of you to grant, that Almigh'y God. has 
antecedently to any Original Contraf made at Horeb, or elſewh-re, an abſolut 
Power over all our Lives, and that he has ſomewhere {aio, That we ought ! 
lay down our Lives for the Brethren ; and then the Buſineſs is done at once 
and the whole Thing may be well enough accounted for another way. 
Bar I muſt allo tell you farther, that neither does this fuly touch the Poin! 
and beg l:ave taretort upon you in your own Words, that your Argument draw 
Jom the Lawfulneſs of the Military Employment, and of a Man's expoſing bin 
ſelf ro the greatelt hazard to ſave his Neighbours, gives :he Que, tion a wron 
Turn, and u apparently of na weigh:, For the Caſe that I had put was of 
Man that had already committ:d a capital Crime; Murder was the Crime 
inſtanced in; and the Queſtion upon that was, whether this Murtherer, bein 
convicted by his own Conſcience might (in order ro excuſe the Judges their Pain 
and the Hangman his Labour) be his own Judge and Executiener; asd I ſaid, inf 
dced (which you are not pleas d to deny) that he may not lawfully be ſo; and th 
if he ſhould beſo, he'd be guilty of a ſecond Murder; and yet that in this Caſe thi 
Magiſtrare has ſufficient Power and Authority to Convict and to Sentence, an 
put to Death this Murdcrer,and wou d be to blame if he ſnou'd not do it; (and yof 
are not pleas d to ſay any thing to the contrary) from whence it plainly follows, tha 
the Magiſtrare has more Power over this Man's Life than he himſelf has, or wou 
have had in your imaginary State of Nature: And conſequently chat this Power off 
the Magiſtrate, this pun / ing and avenging Power, is from God who has Power ove 
all our Lives; and not from Men, who have not ſuch Power over even their own Live 
But ze is, you lay, (and tis your ſecond Exception to my Argument) 0) £ 
ſmall Importance to this Queſtion, whether a Man have any ſuch Power over hi , 
own Tnfe or no; if jo be that he appears to have it, in ſome particular Caſe 
over the Life of others, And. I ſay, it is of ſmall Importance to the Queſtion, if hath 
could appear to have ſuch Power over the Lives of others, in ſome particularCa 
Es, unleſs it be likewiſe made to appear, that he hath it in all choſe Caſes where 
the Magiltrate hath it. For if ae has not, then all that Overplus ot the Magiltratc' 
P over, all that Pewer which he bas more than other Men have, or had, cou4 
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nor d id from them, but mult bederiv d trom lome other Power; andiuc 

a Power of the Magiſtrate I take his puniſhing and avenging Power to be; He 
is the Miniſter of God, ſays the Apoſtle, a Revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil, And all that you oppoſe to this (in the 2oth, 2 iſt, and 22d 
Page of your Letter) is the mention of ſome Caſes, wherein private Men (eſpe- 
cially if they be ſuppos'd in Hobbs State of Nature) may, in their right of Self- 
Defence, kill thoſe that are endeavouring and labouring to deſtroy them. A 
Point I have nothing to ſay to now, becauſe it is not at all to the Point I was 
diſcourſing of in my Sermon ; And therefore if you had gone on upon it to the 
end of the Chapter, you m ght have done ſo for all me. One thing indecd you 
do ſay, which makes it look as if you had ſome little mind to be ſaying ſome- 
thing to the purpoſe, but only that you had nothing to the purpoſe, to ſay up- 
on it. Ir is, Pag. 20. where you ſay, That ſuppoſing no fd Government, he 
wou'd be à publick Benefact or who ſhould kill a publick Enemy. Upon which 7 
crave leave to ask, whether you mean by a Prblick Enemy, one that har done 
Miſchief, or one that is attempting to do Miſchiet. For if you mean the laſt, 


that is Self-Defence all over: But if the firſt, 7 wou'd deſire the Man before he 


is Canoniz'd as a Publick Benefactor, to ſhew his Warrant for what he did (as 
the Magiſtrate in that Caſe can do, being declar'd in Scripture to be a Reven- 
ger to execute wrath ) otherwiſe ſome of the State of Nature Men may perhaps 
take him to be as much a Malefactor, (in killing and ſlaying Men without any 
Warrant or Commiſſion) as any of thoſe were whom he had killed, And again 
1 wou'd likewiſe ask, what you mean by a Benefafor ; Whether only one that 
does a thing which is Beneficial in the Event, or one that does a Beneficial 
thing by lawful means, and in a lawful and unwarrantable manner? For if you 
mean the firſt, I doubt you mult Regiſter, even at the Top of the Liſt, Fudas 
and Pilate among the publick Benefactors to Mankind, But if you mean the laſt, 
it may be doubted whether the Non-Commiſſſon'd Officer you ſpeak of be ſuch a 
Benetaor ; and to ſuppoſe that he is ſo, is to deg the Queſtion. Ay, but Cain, 
you ſay, thought it but juſt to fear, that al wou d be arm d againſt a Mur derer, 
as an Enemy to the whole Race of Mankind: No wonder at all at that, that a 
Murderer, eſpecially of his own Brother, ſhould be afraid of every Man he met: 
For a Guilty Conſcience is very timorous ; and I make no doubt but that many 
another Murderer has been afraid even of his own Shadow ; but that 7 take to 
be no Proof, that any Shadow ever had a Commillion either trom God, or the 
King, to be an avenger of Blood. 

You cloſe that Paragraph ( Page 22.) with obſerving, That the Parlia- 
ment hath openly aſſerted the Original Contract between King and People, as the 
Foundation of Civil Authority. Now, how this Obſervation it it be true, is to 
your preſent purpoſe, which was to invalidate a certain Reaſon which 1 had gi- 
ven to prove the Divine Original of the Magittrate's Power, I can't imagine; 
unleſs that not being able ro anſwer my Argument, you was reſoly'd however to 
ſtop my Mouth, and Silence me for ever upon that Subject, by oppoſing to me 
the irrefragrable Authority of that Auguſt aſſembly, For this Reaſon therefore 
] wight very well have declin'd to take any notice of that Paſſage; and | had 
done ſo, bu: that, for the Credit of Parliaments, I weuld nor willingly thar 
People ſhould believe, that the Engl1ſþ Parliament has Authoricatively aſſerted 
any other Original of Civil Government, than the Scripture-Writers ſ:em to 
have thought of; eſpecially being fully perſn2ded, that your Obſervation upon 
cis Matter is utterly falle and ungroui ded. For tho I mait own that I never 
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to be Printed) yet J have read the Votes, and the Act grounded upon thoſe 


i as well prove a! Uſurpers, all Robbers in Power, to have a Commiſſion 


But 


Votes, which you refer to; and (unleſs my Memory fails me very much, and J ſappol 
muſt cruſt to that now, not having an opportunity of getting, and conſulting bers it 
1 the Statute- Book, in the Place where I am) there is no ſuch thing in them as Midak 
A2 n Aﬀertion or Declaration, ( either open or ſecret) that the Original Contract ſtand, 
iz the Foundation of Civil Goverament. 7won't be poſitive as to Words, but all the na 
| that I remember declar'd, or aſſerted in thoſe Votes and that AR, as to this one pe 
Matter, is, that K James had broken the Original Contract; to which is ad- and wi 
| | ded, that he had withdrawn himſelf, and abdicated the Government, or Words to the 
1 | to that effect. Whercupon the Parliament, finding no body in the Throne, and believe 
{| nor thinking it proper or ſafe to invite him back who had before broke his Con- deans, 
10 | tract with his People, fill'd it with Qucen Mary his next Heir, joyning with her please 
1 (vich her Conſent no doubt) her Husband K. William: And they two being Apoſt 
in the Throne, and having thereby full Authority ſo to do, did, at the Petiti- that t 
* on, and with the Conſent of both Houſes of Parliament, make that Settlement or, 
ef the Crown, and Limitation of the Suoceſſion, which we have been fince, are this,: 
14 | now, and [hope ever ſhall be happy in. 8 Argur 
if And now, in requital for your Obſervation, and becauſe you are pleas'd to that a 
. appeal (as it were) from Scripture to Acts of Parliament, I cou'd obſerve to you, paſt n 
1 that there are (and if zou require it, and will but allow me the Uſe ofa Statute- Ay 
1 Book, and ſufficient time for it, I'll undertake to name to yon) at leaſt Ten. Hhou't 
iy Acts of Parliament, wherein it is declar'd, as openly and plainly as Words can | ing a 
j! deeclare any thing, that the K. of England holds his Crown from God, is ſubC- indee. 
i '- jc&t only to God, and that none in the Nation have any Coercive Power over does 1 
dim. | | To I tho! 
| | My Second Reaſon (as you number it Pag. 23. for tis a thing J only glance up th 
| / ar, but don't number as a Second Reaſon ) for the Divine Original of Civil Au- For i 
1 thovity in the Magiſtrate is, that chi Poſition| the Soveraign Power of the Supreme : that i 
[ | Magiſtrate is deriv d to him from this Aggregate Body of the People, as by their to the 
[| Grant or Conceſſion ] is dire#ly contrary to what the Apoſtle here affirms, viz, from 
that there s ud Power but of God, A way of Interpretation, you ſay, which er or 


immediately from God, Pray, Good Sir, where have I interpreted thoſe Words 


can't help his Eye fight, nor his Underitanding : I make no Gloſs at all upon the 
Text, I give no ſtudied and elaborate Tarcrpretation of it; that belongs to thoſe 
to do, ho would have it thougur chat there is no Contradiction between that 
Zext, and this Popprian. EE | 5 : 

| Fur 


LF 
Bt! rovVe 
| lt | of the Apoſtle ? Not in that Place Im ſure; 7 only barely cite the Words, JIon- - 1 
| | ly cite the Words, I only ſimply affirm, that the Poſition before-mention'd is di- in the 
rectly contrary to them. And that. the Reader may the better Judge, whether it from 
| h | de ſo or not, 1'# here preſent the Matter to him in another View. | which 
_ Rom. xiii. 1, The Poſition. e his N 
4 | There is no Power but of Ged: The | The Soveraign Power of the Supreme Ma- grant 
' Powers that be are ordained of God, | giſtrate is deriv'd to him from the A- mean 
1 gregate Body of the People, as by their ther 
I | | Grant or Conceſſion, they 
15 | | Can b 
8 If the Reader does not ſee a Contradiction between theſe Two Aſſertions, 1 all, 
| 
14 


= =Y = 
_ __ 


c— w- 
—— . 


— — 


» 
—_— 


1 
=_ 


| thoſe 
, and 1 
ſulting 
jem as 
ntrat 
butall 
o this 
is ad- 
Words 
e, and 
Con- 
h her 
being 
Petiti- 
ment 
e, are 


d to 
you, 
atute- 
Ten, 
s can 
ſub- 
Over 


lance 
Au- 
reme 
their 
viz. 
hich 
ion 
Fords 
Ton- 
is di- 
ler it 


But you ſay, The Apoſtle's Words taken in the Senſe wherein I intercept (1 
ſappoſe you mean underſtand ) hem will as well prove all Uſarpers, all Rob- 
bers in Power, to have a Commiſſion immediately from God, But that's your 
Miſtake now; and by this 7 perceive plainly, that you don't know how 7 under- 
Rand, or bow 1 vou d. interpret thoſe Words of the Apoſtle : For, to tell you 
the naked Truth, I underſtand thoſe Words as having relation only juſt to that 
one particular Subject or Matter which the Apoſtle had been before ſpeaking of, 
and which he continues to diſcourſe of in the following Verſes ; that is, only 
to the Higher Powers, and to the Anthority of thoſe Higher Powers, 7 don't 
believe, that the Apoſi le had then the lcaſt Thought about the Sabeans, and Chal. 
deans, by whom Job was plunder'd of all that he had; tho' he, good Man, vas 
pleas'd to ſay, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. And when the 
Apoſtle ſays, There is no Power but of God, I waderftand him to have meant, 
that there is no ſuch Power, i. e. no Magiſtratical Power, but what is from God, 


or, which is all one, thas the Magiſtrate's Power is of God; and why my ſaying 


— * 


n 


i 


this, and ſuppoſing that the Apoſtle meant this, ſhould be urg'd by you as an 
Argument, that 7 do believe, or that by the ſame Reaſon 7 ought to believe, 


that all Uſurpers, and Robbers in Power have a hke Commiſion from God, is 


paſt my skill ro diſcern, | 

Ay but, ſay you, (Page 24.) Nu your ſelf are pleas'd to maintain (you 
ſhou'd have ſaid grant) that the Forms of Government, and the Perſons govern- 
ing are not always pointed out by the immediate Voice of God, And 'tis true 
indeed, that 7do grant this ; and the Reaſon why 7 granted it was, becauſe ir 
does not apper to me, that they have been always ſo pointed out; and beſides, 
I thought 7 might grant, that they are not ſo pointed out, and yet not give 
up the other Point, viz. thar their Governing Power or Authority is from God : 
For ſo, (as 1 illuſtrated the Thing) tho' the Queen does not appoint the Perſon 


that is to be the Mayor of a Corporation, but Icaves his Nomination or Choice 
to them; yer kis Governing Authority, when he is choſen and ſworn Mayor, is 
from the Queen, and not from the Corporation. 


Now that the Governing Pow- 


er or Authority of the Magiſtrate is from God, J have aſſerted, and, 7 think 


too, proved; if you think that the Divine Nomination of the Magiſtrate may be 


proved by the ſame Reaſons, and from the ſame Texts, that is a Point 7 have 


vot medled with, but left to you to make out, when you ſhall be at leiſure, and 


in the Mind to do it. That the Power of the Magiſtrate is from God, I argue 


from thoſe. Words of Scripture [ by me ] [ of God] and [ ordained of God] 
& which I can't but believe to be meant either of the Magiſtrate's Nomination, or 
of his Power; and becauſe it does not appear to me, that they were meant of 


his Nomination, I conclude that they were meant of his Power: If you will not 


7 ! grant that they were meant of his Power, I leave you to prove that they were 


meant of his Nomination; Or, if you think that they were meant to refer nei- 
ther to his Nomination, nor to his Power, I defire to know what elſe you think 
they were meant to refer to; Or, if you can think of nothing elle that they 
can be referr d to, I beg you to inform me to what purpoſe they were us d at 
all. 

My Third Argument (as Numbered by you, Page 25.) to ſhew that the Ma- 
giſtrare's Power is not from the People, and conſequently is from God, is be- 


.cauſe the People can't be thought to have been ever in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Power, 
but upon the ſuppoſition of a thing falſe in Fact, L wiz. Thar there were a 


great Number of Men living upon the Earth, before the Inſtitution of Civil Go- 
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vernment, 


© yernmeat, which whole Multitnde had then by natural Right the ſame Power 
over ſingle Men, which is now exercis'd by the Magiſtrate. ] And that this ſup- 
poſition is falſe in Fact, 7 argue from the Hiſtory of the Creation, as deliver d 
by Moſes, which ſays expreſly that Eve, by her Husband Adam no doubt, was 
the Mother of all Living; ſo that conſequently no Man, fince the firſt Man, was 
ever born, but in a State of Subjection to ſome Human Power, whoſe Power 0+ 
ver him, cou'd not therefore be deriv'd from him. This is the Senſe of my Ar- 
gument ; to which you are pleas'd ro reply in Seven Particulars, to the End ( 1 
ſuppoſe ) that what was wanting in Weight, might be made up by Number. 
Your firſt Reply is not ſo much to my Argument as to an Expreſſion in it, 

which you are pleas'd to carp at: I grant, you lay, that thu might poſſibly 
have been true, in caſe thu Multitude had ſprung together out of the Earth ; or 
if they had been all created by God, at one and the ſame time ; upon which you 
415 obſerve, (pag. 26.) that when I Wrote theſe Words, I did not remember that 

| I had before maintened, that the Power of the Magiſtrate cou d not Originally 

| be in the People, for Reaſons inconſiſtent with thu way of arguing : | ſuppole 
144 you meant, ? tor that is what you ſhou'd have ſaid) inconſiſtent with thu Con- 
i 

| 

j 


ceſſion. Alas for me, that I ſhou'd be ſo forgetful, My Memory, I own, is 
3 very ſhort, but yer, I rhoughr, not quite ſo ſhort as you would make it. And 
x perhaps after all it may'nt be ſo: For [ might remember, that I had been be- 
vs fore arguing, that the Magiſtrate's Power was not Originally from the People, 
li | becauſe it ( viz. the Power of Life and Death ) is ſuch a Power, as the People 
14 ne ver had; and yet, conſiſtently enough, might go on and argue the ſame 
1 Point farther, by ſhew ing, that if Moſes's Hiſtory of the Creation be true, (which 
perhaps l forgot to beg leave to ſuppoſe ) the Magiſtate's Power is ſuch as the 
People never cou d have. Certainly, my Friend, if you had not been in ſuch | 
| haſte to Write your Anſwer, as not to give your ſelf time to read and conſider if 
4 the thing that you was to give an Anſwer to, you cou'd never hawe let fall 
ſuch a groundleſs Cavil at my Expreſſion as this is. For when I faid, Thu in- 
' deed might poſſibly have been true, What, I beſeech you, was the [TA] I ſpake iſ 
of? Was it not the whole Suppoſition immediately foregaing, and which I had 
aſſerted to be falſe in Fact; viz, That there were a great Number of Men li- 
ving upon the Earth before the Iuſtitu tien of Civil Government. And what's i 
the difference in Senſe, between ſaying, [ Thu ( ſpeaking of a Suppoſition ) 
might poſſibly have been true] and ſaying, [ This (ſpeaking of the Matter of 
the Suppoſition ) might have been ſuppos'd? ] And is there not a great deal of 
difference between allowing a thing to be true, and, for Argument ſake only, 
granting or ſuppoſing it? Dato, non Conceſſo, is, 'm ſure, a Phraſe that I 
have often heard us'd at the Univerſity in Scholaſtick Diſputations, without any 
Cenſure paſs'd upon it. But I am aſham'd of this Trifling ; and therefore, to 
put an End to it, I give you free leave (if you haye a fancy for one of theſe 
Phraſes rather than the other, or for any other Fhraſe rather than theſe) to 
ſpeak to my Bookſeller, that, if ever he ſhou'd have occaſion to Reprint my 
Sermon, he ſhou'd alter thoſe Words you Cavil at, and inſtead of The | Sup- 
poſition ] might poſſibly have been true, you may order him to Print, Th 
[ thing ] might have been ſuppos'd; or any other Words, that you ſhall think 
more expreſſive of that Senſe. 
Your Second Reply to my Argument is grounded upon the Diſtinction, which 
I allow, between the Natural and Political Capacity of a Man; from whence 
you argue (Page 27.) That 4 Man may poſſibly be born free in his Political Ca- 
: pacit), 
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le Power acity, tho not free from all the Subjettion due to a Father and Mother in hu 


2 atural Capacity; and from thence you farther argue, that Mens being lorn 
1 of another 15 no Proof, that there was not a Number of Men in the World 
«thy 8 efore the Inſtitution of Civil Government. To which I Anſwer, that tho', 25 
vines A. World now is, (and it is of the World, as it now is, that I am ſpeaking in 
ns: th my Sermons) there is ground enough for the Diſſinction between the Na- 
— a(1 rel and Political Capacity of a Subject, and between Paternal and Civil Go- 
3 rument, yet from the Beginning it was not ſo: For then, I believe, the ſame 

1 ſt Man who was Father, was likewiſe Civil Governour of all his Children; he 
Y - ad, I verily believe, as much the Power of a Civil Governour, as any King 
pop Y now. And I believe, the ſame of Noah afterwards, at leaſt till, upon Men's 
FO z of ultiplying on the Earth, and going out in Colonies to Places at a Diſtance, 
ich you me part of that Civil Power, which was at firſt ſolely in Alam, or Noah, 
er that ight be delegated to (or perhaps Uſurp'd by) the Heads of ſuch Colonic, 
ginaliy Wh, prove this in the Ante-Diluvian State, may not be fo eaſie; there being not 


ſuppoſe ove Three or Four Chapters in Geneſis wherein the whole Hiſtory of that State 
9s Con- ¶ frer the Creation and Fall ) is related: Bur it was very ſoon after the Flood, 
own 13 et this Civil Power, the Power of the Sword, the puniſhing and avenging 


. Any oer, was commanded to- be exercis'd in the Caſe of Murder; Whofo ſberlderh 
een be- „„ Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood he ſhed ; which Command of God either 
People, 6 ftituted a Civil Government, or ſuppoſes it already ſettled: For who but the 
People vil Magiſtrate cou d judicially put to Death a Murtherer ? And who cou'd be 
e ſame en that Civil Magiſtrate but Noah ? And if a Civil Government was ſettled ſo 
(which on, I chink I may conclude, that it has continued ever ſince : I'm ſure I have 
1 as the Wc read, at leaſt do not remember to have read, that it has been ever intermitted, 
in ſuch ieſ⸗ perhaps ſometimes for a ſhort while, by the Power of a Prevailing Re- 
conſider ¶imon; or ever wholly laid aſide, unleſs perhaps in thoſe Wilderneſs: States, 
let fall Nich you make mention of two or three times in your Letter, bur of which, 1 
Thu in- Wn, I do not know quite fo much, as | think I do of the Ante Diluvian Poli- 
[ ſpake Wal State of Mankind, And I hope I may have your leave to ſay, that wher- 


h I had Nera Civil Government is ſettled, no Man is born oth<crwiſc than in a State of 
Men Lis Wbj<tion to the Civil Governour of his Country, as well as ro his Parents ; 
what's ich is all that I think I ſhall need to concead for in this Place, becauſe what 
ſition ) a farther ſay in this paragraph, about Natural Right to Civil Government, 
atter of Ny be more fitly confider'd by and by. 
deal of BR Your Third Reply to my Argument (Page 28.) is, that 1 have miſtaken the 
e only, welion 5 that the Thing I ſhuv'd have proved (being what | build upon, when 
that 1 that no Man fince the Firſt has been born but in a State ot Supjection (as 
out any Ins Political Capacity to the Civil Government of his Country ) was, that 
ore, to Ire never was a Time without Civil Government: And this, you ſay, I have 
f theſe vved only by affirming it; You ſhon'd rather hive ſaid, by ſupp:/ing it. To 
eſe ) to Nich I Anſwer, Thar, in the ſhort Compaſs of a Sermon, I had pot room to 
rint my ove every thing; and that this was a thing which I thought indeed had 
L Sup- ed no Proof; but might be taken for granted, till the contrary was made 
t, This appear. Hower, to oblige you, I have now, you fee, in my Anſwer to your 
| think mer Reply, offer d at ſome what towards a Proof of this Point: And it what 
ave ſaid be not ro your Satisfaction, it may perbaps be enough to ſatisfic o- 
, Which rs; at leaſt till you ſhall be pleas'd ro oblige the World with ſome better 
whence Woof, that there was a very great Multitude of Men upon the Earth before apy 
cal Ca- Wilt Government was eftabliſh's ; (of which, being end Aſttmative, | may. 
pacit), ; CG inte 
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Paternal Government, according to what you allow me to have ſaid, and which 


122 | | l 
more reaſonable demande à Proof from you, than you can from me of a Nega- 
tive.) And when your hand is in, it will be a further Obligation upon the 
World, if you will be pleas'd to give an Hiſtorical Account, how long that Wild- 


for the noble Invention of Civil Government ; Whether, 1 mean, it was Dick, 
or Roger, or Tumbler, or Towzer, that firſt put the Notion of Civil Goyern- 
ment into the Peoples Heads, and ſet em all agog upon an Election: For 'tis 
agreed, I think, on all Hands, that thoſe Four were the principal Proprietors 
in the Ifle of Pines, and had more Brains than any of their Neighbours, 

Your Fourth Reply to my Argument (Page 28, to 31.) is this. If there be no 
ſuch thing as a Natural Right to Civil Government, as your Loraſhip ſaith, 
then there muſt be a State of Equality preceding the Inflitution of it; and it 
muſt inevitably be founded upon voluntary Compact and Agreement, without 
which no one Perſon cou d have any more real authentick Right to it, than a+ 
not her. And this, it may be you'll ſay, is ſuch a Proof on your fide of the Que- 
ſion, as I juſt now Cefir'd ; To which I Anſwer, no, tis not ſo by any Means. 
1. Becanſe it begins with an ,; 2. Becauſe for the Proof of the Thing con- 
tain'd in the Belly of this if, you bring no Reaſon, nor ſo much as any Autho- 
rity, but only mine, who you ſay have affirm'd it; and therefore granting it to 
be as you ſay, that I have affirmed it, yet fince you will not allow my Autho- 
rity to be of any weight in any other Caſe, 1 own't allow it to be of ſuch 
weight in this Caſe, as to be alone fufficient ro determine the Queſtion. Bur, 
3aly, and chicfly, I deny this to be ſuch a Proof, becauſe you plead my Au- 
thority for a thing which I never did, which, I'm ſure, I never meant to 
affirm, in that Latitude, wherein you are pleas d to interpret my Words. 

Sir, The Truth of the Caſe is this : I have in my firſt Acceſſion Sermon theſe 
expreſs Words Page 450. Thu I take to be an undoubted Truth, that no Man 
has a Natural Right to auy thing in this World, more than to the Neceſſaries 
of Life. Whatever Right any Man has to Eſtate, or Dignity, or Dominion, ex- 
cept only over the Fruit of hu one Body,is meerly Humane; that 1s, 'tis a Right 
that is given by the Law of the Land, or the Conſtitution of the Realm. | 
have alſo in Page 451. theſe Words: If thu be true, that no Man has 'a Ns- 
tural Right to the Government of a Kingdom, it remains that the only Right 
which any Perſon hath thereto, muſt be a Legal Right ; that u, ſuch a Right 
as is given him by the Law and Conſtitution of the Realm. And there may be, 


for ought I know, ſome other Paſſages in that Sermon to the ſame purpoſe. haps t 
For the right Underſtanding of which Words, and of my reaſanable Meaning in near ſ 
them, I muſt intreat you to confider the defiga of them, as apply d in that Ser. in we. 
mon; which plainly was to ſhew, that none of thoſe who are pur by the Suc- þ by St. 
ceſſion in the laſt Entail, or Settlement ot the Crown of Evgland, have a Natural and Hl 

- Right to the Crown: You will pleaſe alſo ro conſider the Time when that Ser- er. an 
mon was Preach'd ; it was Ann. Dom, 1704, it might be perhaps ( for I have no ſhall J 
Chronological Tables now by me) Anno Mund. 5704 : and laſtly you may like- State ; 
wiſe pleaſe to obſerve, that I only ſay, in the preſent Tenſe, no Man has ſuch Vou 


a Right; I don't ſay, no Man ever had ſuch a Right, Now, therefore, ſuppo- vation 
ſing that no Man now has (nor in the Year 1704. had) ſuch a Natural Right to Inſtan, 
Civi] Government, it don't therefore follow, that Alam or Noah had no ſuch Sl 
Right; Or ſuppofing that in Times of Old, Four or Five Thouſand Years age, Well 
ſome Men had ſuch a Right, (a Natural Right, I mean, to Civil, as well as to grext 


indeed 


© Suc- 


rt Ser · 


indeed I do fay ( Page 4. of erm ) V72.h ä 
ever were in the World, the Title was mot probably, only their Paternal Right 
to Rule and Govern their own Children and Deſcendants, it does not therefore 
follow, that any Man now living has ſuch a Right. And therefore in Ann. Dom. 

' 1704, after the innumerable Changes that had been made in the Governments of 
all the Countries in the World, ( by Rebellions, by Conqueſts, by Reſignations, 
by Uſurpations, by legal ot illegal Settlements, and Twenty other ways )I might 
truly ſay, that no Man ha then a Natural Right to Dominion and Power, ex- 
cept only over the Fruit of his own Body: Grounding what I faid upon the 
Truth of a known Rule in ſuch Caſes, Idem eſt non eſſe, & non apparere ; For 
I take it, that a Right not in, P offeſſion, is no Right rill *tis made out; and 
therefore, becauſe [ believe that no Natural Right to any Civil Goyernment can 
now be made out, I made bold ro ſay roundly, There is no ſach Right. Notwith- 
ſtanding which I may and do believe, that both before, and alſo ever ſinee that 
fort of Right ceav'd, by its not being poſſible to be proved, there has been in all 
Ages, and in all Countries of the World (extept only in your Wilderneſs-State) 
ſome Civil Government ſettled; and that in every Government there is a Supre- 
macy, or Supreme Civil Power, lodg'd ſomewhere or other, (in one, or in more 
Hands, according as the Conſtitution is) and conſequently that no Man, fince 
the Firſt, has been horn into the World, ( unleſs in theſe Wilderneſs-S$t ates ) but 
who was born in Subjection to, or was (if you'll allow of a Phraſe which I af- 
ſure you is a Legal one) a Natural. born Subject of the Supreme Governor of 
that Nation or Country wherein he was born. | 

And whereas in this ſame Paragraph you are pleas'd to expreſs ſome wonder, 
to find me, as you ſay, urging ſuch Arguments at ſcem inconſiſtent with my own 

Conceſſions, by which, I ſuppoſe, you wou'd mean to infinuare, as it there wag 
an Inconſiſteney between my former Conceſſion, that there is no natural Right 
to Civil Government, and this Aſſertion in my laſt Sermon, that The Title of 
the firft Kings in the World was moſt probably ther Paternal ( which is a Na- 
tural Right ; ) I leave it to the Reader to Judge, whether there is ſuch an In- 
conſiſtency - therein, as deſerves your wonder, or was ſufficient ro cauſe you 
to expreſs aſtoniſhment at ir. However for the ſake of theſe and ſome other Paſ- 

ſages, which you are pleas d to carp as as inconſiſtent, 7 can't but think it my 

great Misfortune, that when you was writing this Letter to me, you was not in 
that good Mood, in that ſame Reconciling Temper, that you was in, when you 

Pen'd your excelent Sermon, and its Defence : for I can't but fancy (it may per- 

haps be Selt-love which makes me think fo ) that ir would. not have required 

near ſo much Art and Pains, to reconcile me with myſelf, in thoſe Places where» 
in we may be thought molt to differ, as it did to reconcile the Doctrine taught 
by St. Paul in Rom. 13, and by the Church of England in the Articles, Liturgy. 
and Homilies, with the Notion of the People's being the Original of all Civil Pow» 
er, and with the Lawſulneſs of Reſiſtance and Rebellion, whenever the People 
ſhall Judge it neceflary, But we ha'nt yet quite done with the Hilderue ſa- 

State ; For 
| Your Fifth Reply to my Argument (Page 31, ) is grounded upon an Obſer- 

vation you make, that there are at this Day, and have bien in every Age, 

Inflances of People in the unciviliz'd Parts of the World, without any efl a- 

bliſh'd Civil Government. There are, you ſay, and There have been ſuch 2 

Well, 'tis a mighty Advantage to a Man to have been a great Reader and A 


great Travelles ; (ach an one mult needs know abungance of Things which 
A i} | arobher 
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of, I piry them 
Stars, nay and without Sun too; and of all the Countries in the World, I'm 
ſure I ſhou d never have choſen to Travel into thoſe P arts; I'd ſooner have 
gone into a Wilderneſs of Wild Beaſt But *tis very much that ſome of their 
Neighbours are not wiſer than theſe People, nay and kinder too to them than 
they are to themſelves, by forcing em to be under Soverument whether they 
will or no. No, ſay you, that can't be, at leaſt, that muſt not be; for, as 
you go on, If ever Government comes to be rightfully ſettled among them, it 
muſt be by voluntary Compact and Agreement. Worſe and wore till ; For 
there muſt be many a bloody Noſe, I'll warrant you, before they'll all come into 
ſuch a voluntary Compact: And if ir be made otherwiſe than with a Næmine 
Contradicente, there will want ſomewhat of Rightful in it; for the People are 
ſappos'd by you to be all equal, in a State of great Equality ; and in that 
Caſe I don't ſee how the Men (if by a wonderful Chance they ſhould be all of 
a Mind ) can conclude the Agreement without a like Unamious Conſent of the 
Women, nor how they can both do it without all the Children's Conſent 3 and 
tho* a tacit Conſent might be thought ſufficient in thoſe, who, if they had not 
liked the Agreement, had Power to declare their Diſſent, and enter their Pro- 
reſt ; yer why thoſe, who can't write nor ſpeak at all, ſhou'd be preſum'd to 
give a tacit Conſent, I can ſee no good Reaſon, So that if this voluntary Com- 
pact and Agreement be the only poſſible way, by which Government can ever 
be ſettled among them, I ſce no Remedy but they muſt een fight it out till 
Doom's-day parts em; unleſs they ſhou'd all happen to be kill'd before that 
time. Bur 7 remember IJ have read a Story; 'tis, I think, in the famous Hi- 
ſtory of Eſop, who, 7 aſſure you, tells abundance of pretty old Stories, which 
[ eſpecially with Sir Roger's Comment upon them ] may be very inſtructive, By 


ſaying which, 7 vou'd not however be underſtood to mean { and to prevent Mi- 


flakes and Miſrepreſentations, I do hereby profeſs that J do not mean] to de- 


- clare my unfeigned Aſent and Conſent to all and every thing contained in that 


Book: No, the Book is I believe at leaſt as big as a Common-Prayer Book, and 
I don't know what odd Paſſages may be lurking in ſome Corner or other of it; 
there may be, for ought I know, ſome Expreſſions in it as hardly reconcile- 
able to my Notions, as there are in the other Book to yours; For, whoſe Mi- 
niſter ſhe is, whoſe Auihority ſhe hath, and the only Ruler of Princes, Cc. are 
Rubborn Expreſſions; and I wou'd not, by too haſty a Declaration be fore d 
upon the deadly Trouble that there ſometimes is in reconciling ſeeming Contra- 
dictions: But 7 had almoſt forgot my Tale; It is, Sir, of a certain Bog- trot- 


ting Generation, which | being without a King ] took another courſe than what. | 


you ipeak of to get them a King ; they pray'd to Jupiter, the Story ſays, and 
He [ how righttully 7 won't determine ] ſent them a King; Firſt, one that 
they did not like, and after that another that was ten times worſe : And then, 
poor Creatures, how glad wou'd they have been, to have been reſtor'd to their 
prittine State of perfect Equality? But that cou'd not be; they were chain d 
down to Slavery ; and tho' they had never, for ought appears, given up the 
Natural Right of Self Defence, it did them no manner of ſervice ; they had no 
Remedy left but Patience. Bur here perhaps you'll object and ſay, that there 
teems to have been a voluntary Agreement of all theſe Frogs, ar leaſt to the 
Petition which they preſented to Jupiter: aud therefore, to be more grave, 
29 


- 


with all my heart. What, without Government! 
- why they had e'en as good be without Rain and Clouds, without Moon and 
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liter in Egypt ( confider'd as 2 diſtinct People from 
ring their continuance in that Country as well as afterwards ; in a fort of Wit- 
derneſs-Siate, (tho? I won't be poſitive that there was a perfect Equality among 
them, becauſe, if there was but ſuch a perſect Equality among all the Heads of 
their Tribes, (tis all one to my purpoſe) and you may remember, that then God, 
to ſave them the trouble of an Election, and of drawing up the Articles of an 
Original Compact, and for ought appears, without ſo much as asking their 
Conſent, was pleas d to appoint them a Civil Governor of his own Nomination, 


I mean Moſos, with juſt ſo much Power as he thought fie to m him: And you 
times after that. 


may remember that he did the ſame thing for them ſeyera 
And his Right to do this, wilt not, 1 hope, be diſputed by any, but the Author 
of the Rights, &c. Sir, I don't ſay that God will always thus interpoſe to ſet- 
tle Government in all Wildernejs-States, (that it wonld be a Favour if he wou'd 
do ſo I will dare to ſay) but mention this only to ſhew, that there is one, and 
ſo that there may pollibly be ſome other way, of rightfully ſettling a Civil Go- 
vernment among ſuch People; which you did not think of, when you affirm'd, 
that it could not be done otherwiſe than by a voluntary Compact. 

Your Sixth Reply to my Argument) as you number it, tho' how it oppoſes 
my Argument is hard to gueſs) is Pag. 31, Cc. and to this purpoſe ; Thar if 
Iceu d demonſtrate, nhat the Authority of Governors comes from God, in the 
Senſe inconſiſtent with the Suppoſition of a Contraft founded upon a State of 
Equality, you can't ſee what mighty Advantage I. ſbou d procure to the Cauſe I 
defend. Truly, Sir, I think I ſhou d thereby procure all the Advantage to the 
Cauſe I defend, that d ever propos d or deſir d; For, Sir, to be plain with yon, 
I think 1 ſhou'd gain my Point; and if you don't ſce this, that's none of my Fault. 
For the only Point I was concern d about, in the handling of that Argument, 
was indeed this very thing; wiz. (as you are ſo pleas d to expreſs it, for I mult 
own I did not uſe juſt the very ſame Words) That the Authority of Governours 
comes from God in the Senſe inconſiſtent with the Suppoſition of a Contrast 


founded upon a State of Equality. I deſire the Reader to look into that part © 


of my Sermon (Pag. 10.) and to [ee with his own Eyes, whether that ben't the 
very Point contended for: And therefore I ſay it over again, that if that Point 
ſhall be demonſtrated, I (hall gain my Point; and 7 beg leave to lay farther, that 
if I have demonſtrated it, | have gain'd my Point. And is not that now a migh- 


ty Advantage to the Cauſe I defend ? Truly, I think it ſuch an Advantage, 


that I reſt my ſelf very well contented withir, and defire nothing more. 

And as to what follows in that Paragraph (from Page 31, to 35) I (hall 
not need ro ſay much, nothing more than only that the Charge, there inſinua- 
ted againſt me, iz utterly falſe and groundleſs; for I never affirm'd (which is all 
in thoſe Pages you offer to diſprove ) That the Authority which the Magiſtrate 
has from God is ſuch as Commiſſions him, if he pleaſes to ruin his Subjefs. Yes, 
you ſay, I have affirm'd, (and for that we muſt go back to the Sermon in 
1704.) That it is in the Power of the Supreme Legiſlitiye Authority to 
make what Alterations it pleaſes in the form and manner of the Govern» 
ment: and that J have ſaid ſomewhat to that Purpoſe / grant; but J am 
ſure I never ſaid, that the Legiſlators may lawfuily and warrantably cxerciſe 
this Power to the Ruin of their Subjects. T might ſay that a Change, made by 
the Legiſlators, . in the Form and Manner of a Government, is as regularly made, 
W any ſuch Change can be made; and that, being made, t is fo far valid p — 
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" bind the Subjects :* But Tore 7 did not ay, that every ſuch Change, only fo 


its being made by the Supreme Leſlative Power, muſt needs have been neceſſary; 
jaſt, and reaſonable in ic ſelf, I might ſay that the whole Legiſlative Power 
might make ſuch'a Change: but Tm ſure 7 did not ſay, that, in caſe the Pow- 
er be in more hands than one, (as with us it is) one Part of the Legiſlative Pow - 
er, without the Conſent, and againſt the Will of the other part, might regular 
Iy make ſuch a Change, 7 might ſay, that the Subjects of any State, ſuppo- 
ſing them to be Subjects and not Sowveraigns, ( which you, grounding your No- 
tion upon a Suppoſition that all Governments aroſe from Election of the Peo- 
ple, and that in ſuck Election they alvays reſerv'd to themſelves a Soveraign 
Power over their Elected Governours, do ſuppoſe them to be; 1 might, I ſay, 
affirm, that the Subjects of a State) are bound to acquieſce in any alteration in 
the manner of Government, made by the Severaign Legiſlative Power; and 
have no Appeal left but to God, the only Ruler of Princes, and Supreme Go- 
vernor of the World: But Tm ſure 7 did not ſay, that the Supreme Legiſlative 
Power can never aggrieve its Subjects, or that it can never make any Alteration 
in the manner of Government, or the Conſtitution, contrary to the Will of God, 
or that it has Commiſſion from God to make any ſueh Alteration. I appeal to the 
Reader, ( deſiring him firſt to read over carefully and attentively all that part of 
my Sermon in 1704. which you refer to) whether I have affirm'd any thing more 
in that Sermon, than what 7 have now allow d, that I did ſay or might ſay, and 
be reaſonably ſuppos'd to mean. And therefore whereas ( beſides fome other 
ſcurvy Hints elſewhere in that Paragraph, and indeed throughout your whole 
Letter) you have directly charg'd me Pag. 33, 34.) with ſaying, in effect, 
That 4 King, tied by the Conſtitution to rule according to the eftabliſh'd Laws, 
has yet a Commiſſion from God to ao otherwiſe ; that being (as in EleQive King- 
doms ( choſen only for hu Life, he has immediately Authority from God to 
Change, by his own Aft only, thu EleFive into @ Hereditary Kingdom; and 
that the Parliament ( according to the Stile of thoſe Times, when Ordinances of 
Parliament were in Faſhion ; for you add ) choſen by the People to maintain 
our Conſtitut ion, and ere# wholſom Laws (that is the Houſe of Commons on- 
by ; without King, and Houſe of Lords, who are not among us choſen by the 
People) recti ve immediately from God Authority to ruin it, if they think fit, 
and to conſent to the turning it into an abſolute Monarchy, nay to the ſubject- 
ing it to the King of France, or of any other Country, and that the People 
are in a State of Damnation, unleſs they meekly ſubmit to all ths, &c, Where. 
as, I ſay, yon do there charge me with having effeFually affirm'd all thu, and 
much more too in that Sermon. I can do no more at preſent than on- 
ly deny the Charge, and plead mo? guilty ; referring my ſelf to be try'd by 


God and my Country, and allowing any Jury of Twelve good Men and 


rrue to be chat Country, not excepting againſt any one Perſon's being on the 
Pannel but only Mr. Ben j. Hoadly, Rector of St. Peter's Poor: Till which Tryal 
ſhall be over, defire you to ſuſpend your Wonder at what you call my «ſtoniſhing 
Poſitions, and in the mean time ro ſee, what better Work you can make of it. The 
Queſtions Sir, are, or may, I think, be reduc'd to theſe Two, 1. Whether t he 
Mod or Form of Government, being ſuppos'd to be a Humane Conſtitution, 7s 
alterable by any Humane Power whatſoever ; and 2. If, in the Nature of the 
Thing, it be alterable, what Humane Power it is that can moſt regularly make 
ſuch Alteration ; i. e. whether the Legiſlative Powcr (wherever lodg'd) may do 
it alone, or whether the Govern'd part can do it by themſelves;or wh; ther, before 

any 
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any ſuch Alteration can be made, (1 ſay any juch Alteration, for the ſame Power 
that muſt make the Alteration, muſt likewiſe judge of what weight and conſe- 
quence the Alteration is; whether I fay, before any ſuch Alteration can be re- 
gularly and validly made) the whole Magazine of Original Power muſt be brought 
together, ſo as that not the leaſt Prerogative can be taken from, or added to 
the Crown, nor the leaſt Liberty taken from, or granted to the Subject, with- 
out ſummoning all the People, great, and little, Men, Women, and Children, 
Tag, Rag, and Bobtail, to meet together upon Salisbury Plain, in ſuch man- 
ner as they did, when they firſt roſe up out of the Natural State of great Equa- 
lity. Aud if, in the Reſolution of theſe Queſtions, you do nor in the main fall 
in with me, and ſay, that it is in the Legiſlative Power, wherever lodg'd, to 
make ſuch Alterations ; an that they who have that Power are the proper Jud- 
es, what Alterations are neceſſary and reaſonable ; and that tis but fit that 
their Reſolutions and judgment ſhould be acquiſc'd in by all that are ſubje& to 
their Legiſlature; I much fear you will be forc'd to advance ſome Poſitions 
much more aſtoniſhing, than any that 7 have really advanc'd. Not but that af- 
ter all there may be ſome difference [ if you ſhou'd come over to me in this 
Point] remaining between us, about the Proprietors of this Legiſlative Power; 
who, I may think, are, in ſome Governments only the King, in others, only the 
Senate, in our own, King, Lords, and Commons; and who, you may think, were, 
are, and ever unalterably muſt be,in all Conſticucion, the Coblers and Tinkers; at 
leaſt in common with the Gentle Folks of the H gheſt Rank; becauſe time was 
[ when Alem delu d, and Eve Span [ when they were all Coblers and Tinkers, 
Gardiners, and Spinſters, or not one whit better. And if indeed the Propriety of 
Soveraign Power be wholly, ſolely, and uolicnably in the Populace, then I likewiſe 
muſt grant to you, even according to my own Principles, that the Power of making 
any Alterations in the Manner of the Government is only in them; and that there 
is nothing elſe needful to make all the Scepters and Crowns in the World tumble 
down at once, to aboliſh all Senates, and diſſolve all Parliaments, but only for them, 
when Legion is met together upon the Plain, to ſay the Word, Gentlemen as ye 
were. And yet before I grant that, I'll take a little time ro enquire, whether ia 
making the late Happy Union between the two Nations, every Boor's and High- 
laader's Vote was ask d, and given, before it was eſtablich'd; and whether in 
Caſe there was one Diſſenter, and tho' the Eledors did not expreſly Commiſſion 
the Elected to treat of, and conſent to a Union, it be not however on all hands 
agreed, that all ſtand bound by the Legiſlature, tho' in fo great an Alteration of 
the Conſtitution of both Kingdoms. 
Your ſeventh and laſt Reply to my Argument [Pag. 35, 36, 37.] is only a Pro- 
poſal of your own Sheme of the Original of Civil Government ; which, ſo far as 


it is contrary to what 7 have aſſerted in my Sermon, has been _ conſider ; 


and to which, ſo far as it maintains the Natural Right of Self- Defence, I have 
promis d L having ſaid nothing of it hefore ] to ſay nothing now, And therefore 
whereas you ſay, From, the whole I think it evident, that the Magiſtrate hath 
" Authority, properly ſpeaking, but what the whole Community, or Governed 
Society, have in themſelves, ſuppoſing no Magiſtrate, and conſequently none but 
what may be ttansferr'd to him by the Gowerned Society; | beg leave to ſay, on 
the other fide ; From the whole I think it is evident, that the Magiſtrate hath 


ſome Anthority, properly ſpeaking, [I have inſtanc'd in that of judging, and 
putting to death in cold Blood] which rhe whole Community or Governed So- 


fiety have not in themſelves, ſuppoſing no Magifirate, and which conſequently 
teu a not be rransferr'd to him by the Governsd Society, | | The 
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$ rie 3d part of your Letter is wholly ſpent in Proving, that St. Paul's Words 
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- ure applicable to the Office of Governmene in General, i. e. to all Go- | 
vergours, Subordinate as well as Supreme: With all my heart, Sir; only, if 
all Governours are there ſpoken of, Ivo d net have it thought, that the 
Supreme Governour of all was meant to be excepted; / can't think it likely that 

St. Paal, writing to Rome upon this Subject, never fo much as thought of the 

Governor that lived there, and had his Title from thence ; and that's all 7 
thought of in my Sermon. Theſe are —_ Words, Vith Regard to them, (i, e. 
the Roman Emperors) for it maft have beer with a ſpecial regard to the Emperour 
then Reigning, whether it was Claudius or Nero, both of them very bad oner, 
he ſays Wholoever reſiſteth, t. Pray obſerve, 1 don't ſay, with Regard to 
them only, bur, with a ſpecial Regard to them; and I ſay alſo to them, and not 
to him: I don't therefore ſo poſitively confine the Apoſtle s Diſcourſe to Nero, or 
to any one particalar bad Emperor; I only ſuppoſe, that ifa badEmperor was at 

that time Reigning, (7 add now, if any bad Emperor had then Reigned within 
the Memory of Man, or might poſſibly Reign at any time before the End of the 
World) it is not likely that the Apoſtle, Writing upon this Subject in an Epiſtle 

deſigu'd for the inſtruction of Chriſtians ia all Ages, ſhou d not have that Caſe in 
his Eye, But 7 never ſuppos d but that he might think of a Pro- conſul as well 

as of an Emperour, of Pilate, Felix or Feſtus, as well as of Nero ; and of a 

good Governour as well as of a bad one, Therefore, pray, Good Sir, don't be 

ſo very angry about this matter.. | a 

And now ] come to the 4th Part of your Letter; to which, and to the Con- 
clufion (Pag. 40 to 52) ſhall need ro Write very little in Anſwer z becauſe 
moſt of this Part of your Letter is about Subjects which I have ſaid nothing of in 
my Two Acceſſion Sermons ; as Self-Preſervation, Self. Defence, The Madneſs 
of a Prince or a Father; What Steps were taken in the Revolution; What 
Ground it lands upon; That there were more Heads and Hands engag d in the 
Revolution, than in the Murder of King Charles the Firſt : that it has been fol- 
lew'd, by a long and expenſive War; That Rebellions have ſomtimes had bene- 

Feial Conſequences ; That ſome have gone further than others in endeavonring 
to reconcile Men ts the preſent Conſtitution ; That they are not to be blamed 
who go furtheſt in this good Mork; That Foundations are not to be Undermin'd ; 

and Twenty other ſuch Subjects, about which you are pleas'd to ſhew your 

Reading, and exerciſe your Reaſoning, but which (although your Letter about 
them is Written to me) [can yet think my ſelf uuder no obligation to Write 
about to bu. Nor had 1, perhaps, taken the Trouble, at a Time fo inconveni - 

ent and and unſeaſonable, of Writing fo much to you as I have already done, 
but only that by your repeated Complaints (p. 10 and 51) of your former 

Book's not being Anſwer'd, I apprehend that you would have complain d much 

more, in Caſe your Letter of Confiderations had not been at all conſider d, not 

even by the Perſon you ſent it ro, Not but that for my not Anſwering your 
preſent Letter, if 7 had not done it, as well as for no Body's having thought fit 
to Write an Anſwer to your Meaſures of Obedience, I cou'd, it I was put to it, give 

Reaſons more than one; But they are very ſcurvy ones, and therefore I won't 
ment ion them. | | | | 
There are but Two Things in all that Part of your Letter, from Pag. 40 to 
the End, which Ican think my ſelf at all oblig't to take notice of. 

One is (Pag. 40, viz) the Exception you rake ro my Third knference, and 

this Paſſage therrin in particular; I% 14: £943 of ongarthly Govermys ſhon'd 
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rate doe: certainly exceed the his Commiſſion | yet this does net 


ou immediately ask this Queſtion'; In what I beſeech you ? But before you 

;k'd me this Queſtion you might have read on to the End of the Sentence; Or 
e there wire none that were ſo, there were none that cou d be call d ſo, when. 
„ Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtle; and then have anſwer'da tew Queſtions Which 
zoſe Words did, by Implication; put to any Perſon that ſhou d be in the mind 
> take Exceptions to the foregoing Paſſage; as namely, Who was the Miniſter 

f God when St. Paul wrote that Epiſtle; Whether there was then any ſuch fer- 

, or but One, or more than One ; Whether the Laws of the Empire ( howe-' 
er they might not be, by every Governor, Chief and Subordinate, always ri> 
idly executed) were not in direct oppoſition to Chriftiantiy,y, Whether this and 

«ther Birſcour ſes of St. Pawl, and the like of St. Peter, about Sub jectiom 
othe Higher Powers, to Principalitiet, and Powers, to the King as Supreme, 


during the firſt Five Years of Nero's. Reign, and whenever ſuch another Calm 
ſhou'd happen; and the like. And for your Help in anſwering theſe Queſtions, 

u they have relation to that Paſſage in my Sermon which you find fault with, 
you might have gone to the next Lawer, and ask d him, Whether a Mayor of 2 
Corporation [ my beloved, however unfortunate Iuſtance ] and a Jultice of the; 
geace, acting by the Queen's Commiſſion, are, ipſo Facto, outed of their Office 

and Commiſſion, in Caſe they do, at any time, any one thing, not warranted. 
by their Commiſſion ; and likewiſe what other legal Remedy, any Subject. chat 
thinks himſelf aggriev'd by any ſuch Officer, has againſt ſuch Officer, belides ap- 

pealing to ſome Superior Officer, or Court, or to the Queen's Majeſty. For [ 
Lignorant as J am in the Laws ] am apt to think, that, it, in ſuch Caſe, the 
Perſon thinking himſelf aggriev'd, thou'd Cudgel the Major, or run upon the 
Joftice with his drawn Sword, the next neighbouring Juſtice, or, if be ſhowd 
not be in the way, this very Mayor or Juſtice, might warrantably lay the Man. 
by the Heels, and bind him to anſwer for what he had done, as for a bigh Miſ- 
demeanor, at the next Aſſizes. And Jam further of Opinion, that the | 
Judges upon the Bench wou'd allow ſuch Commitment to be good; tho? per- 
haps at the ſame time they'd reprimand the Mayor or Juſtice, ſor giving the, 
Man ſuch Provocation to fly in the Face of Authority. | 


of God, when they make Laws contrary to the Divine Laws, and exceed the 
Bounds. of their Commiſſion ? Why, Sir, my humble Opinion is, that, tho” as 
bad Magiſtrates they tranſgreſs the Rules which God had given them to govern 
by, yer as Magiſtrates or Governors, they axe ſtill the Miniſters of God: Juſt 
as a Prieſt is the Ecclefiaſtical Miniſter of God, and all.prieſtly Acts done by him 


he teaches agreably to the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; altho' in lame one or more 
Sermons he ſhou'd [ as the Scribes and Phariſees did of old, and ſome others 


no more ta Honour their Father and Mother: Nay, and my Opinion ſtill far» 
ther is, that they are actually Prieſts, and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt the Prince 
of Peace, even at the very Time, that they exceed the Bounds of their Com- 
miſbon, and ate Preaching up R eſiſtance and * And inis is all * 
. . wer 


Wa 


ud therr — They are the Miniſters of God for all this : Loi 


ind unto Governors as ſent by him, were deſigned for the Uſe of Chriſtians only 


And now to your Queſtion ; In what, ſay you, are Magiſtrates the Miniſters 


are valid, and rhe People are bound to hearken to him, and obey him in all that 


have done fince ] made void the Law of God, by teaching the People, not to 
render to Cæſar rhe Things that are Cæſars, and ſufferings Men in ſome Caſey 


re e J a nn e s '& ; 'bvewule It e ' 
= rake vp as much Paper to ſay all that might be proper to de ſaid ayom this 
Jes is have already usd in the foregoing Letter: And beſides it is a ver 
* god SubjeR, and 7 have a mind to keep it, perhaps, for ander Acceffior 
Sermon. However, that I mayn't too much di int you, deſides What ha 
been already ſaid, I'll return you another ſhort Anſwer to it oue of the Why 
Diaty of Men, which 7 aſſure you was thonghe a very good Book when I was 
Youngftcr;* tho the wordly-wiſt World is gro viſer fince, and by cutting off 
Alk the Paſſive or Suſring Duties of Chriſtiagity, has render'd u great Part of 
the Neu Teſtament obſolete, and made the Whols Duty of Maw, much lefs tha: 
ie was. But my Book, my hole Duty of Man, I mean, {| as well a8 my Bible 
Kol the old Edition'wherem 7 find, and you may read, theſe Words, © | 
Bat We are to pay them Obedience. This u likewiſe friih charged 
Whole Duty by the Apoftle, 1 Pet. 2, 13. Submit your ſelves to every ordi- 
- mg © ” nance of man ſor the Lord's fue, whether it be to the King as 
Sund. xiv. Supreme, or unto Governors as thoſe that are ſent by bim. Wh 
. + owe ſuch an obetliexce to the ſupreme Power, that whoever is an 
„ tharized by him we are to ſubmis to; and St. Paul hi hewiſe is moſf 
rs chi purpoſe, Rom. 1 3. . Letevery-ſoul be Subje& to the higher Powers, 
And uin, Perſe 2. Whoſoever refiſteth the powers, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God. nd bis obſervable that theſe precepts wore given at # int, when theſe 
vers were Heatheus,” and cruel perſecutors of Chriſtianity; te ſbem ts, that 
Fetente of the withedneſs of our Nalers tan. free tw of this Duty, Ant obedi- 
wo pay either At wr Paſſive: the attive in the caſe of all lawful 
amn ; that is, when tur the Magiftrave commands ſomething, which it 
contrary to fome command of God, we ave than bound to act according to 
tit command of 1 to do thething he requires, Bux when be en- 
1 any thing contrary ts what God hath commanded, we ave nat thin to 
th this ackivs beiictice ; we may, nay we muft refuſe thus to aft, [ yet 2 
1 oft be very we? A ſfured thut the thing is fo contrary, and not pretend con- 
Fience for a cloak of flubbornneſi] we are in that caſe to obey God rather than 
man. Bur even this itin ſeaſon for the paſſive dhddience, wo muſt patiently 
faffer, what he inflis on 1 for 2 refuſal," and not, to feeure gur ſelves; riſe 
aß ain him, For who can ſtretch his hand againſt the Lord's anoiated, and believ 
be guiltleſs ? ſays David to Abiſhai, 1 Sam. 26. 9. an that t a. line when think 
Havid was under a great perſecution from guul, nay, had alſo the aſſurance of 
the Kingdom after bim; and St. Paul's ſentence in this caſt is moſt heavy, Rom, 
13. 2, They that reſiſt ſhall receive to theniſeWes damnation, Here is very 
ſmall encouragement to any to riſe up againſt thi lawful Magistrate, for though 
#hey foontd fo far proſper here, as to ſecure themſebver from bim ly this mean;, 
yet there is a king of Kings from whom no power tan ſpelter them, und this dam- 
nation in the choſe will prove a ſad prize of their Victorie. 
8 The only other Thing in this laſt Part of your Letter, which I can think 
1 fieedful for me to rake aay notice of, is iu Pag. 46. vhete [ that your Letter, 
+6 I Tuppoſe, might be all of a Piece, and end, as it began, with a foul and falſe I can 
Charge upon me ]you are pleas'd to ſay, that I aſſure the World, that Her Ma- WI 
1 Je Title is only that of a ſucceſiful Uſirpation, How's this? What ? Her 
Majeſty's Title to the Crown only that 'of a'ſucceſiful Ujurpation ? And have 1 
aid this? Have 1 indeed faid it, and that too, not as whiſpering it in ſecret to | 
fome truſty diſaffected Perſons, but declaring. it publickly, publiſhing it from 


ge 
who | 


Lo 


Abe Pulpit and from the Preſs too? Have I laid ir, and that; not 
letting it flip from me as an haſty and inadvertent Ezpreflion, but 
gravely and ſolemnly, giving my Word upon it? Have 1 thus 
aſſured rhe" World, that Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown i only that. 
of a ſueceſiful Uſarpation ? If I have done any ſuch thing, God 
forgive me ; and thanks to the Queen for her late gracious Par- 
don, paſſed into an Act ſince the Printing of my laſt Sermon: 
For if I have indeed ever ſaid the Thing 1 am here charg'd with, 

not only barely ſaying it, but ſtanding in it, and aſſuring the World 
df it, I know what I deſerv'd, and it was not a Biſhoprick Fm 
ſure. Ceaſe then from henceforward your Wonder, that a Man 
of my Cbaracter and Authority ſhawd do ſuch a Thing, and 
wonder rather that the Government, even Her Majeſties moſt 
Mild and Gentle Government, ſhou'd ſuffer ſuch a Thing, eſpe- 
cially when done ſo openly, and by a Man of ſuch Character and 


ing particularly, and by Name, excepted out of the late AR of 
gracious Pardon, and rejoice with me upon my fortunate Eſcape: 


your Sermon and its Defence, was certainle well nigh in the ſame 
Danger. This I'm ſure of, that ſome unfortunate Wretches, 
who between the Years 40 and 60 of the lalt Century, had 
Preach'd, Printed, and Practis'd a little too much according to 
the Principles andvanc'd and maintain'd by yon in thaſe Two 
Books, wou'd have given all they were worth in the World, not 
to have been excepted out of ſuch an Act. And therefore, I 
hope, I may without offence ſay to you ( eſpecially. ſince if you 
believe the Truth of your own Charge againſt me, you maſt 
think that I ſay the ſame to my ſelf ) in the Words of Scrip- 
ture: Behold thou art made whole ſin no more left a worſe 
thing come unto thee. | 

| Wel but what is all this to the Purpoſe, youll ſay ? This 


© wing the Fear of God, &c. have dared to aſſure the World, that 


can you deny it? Can you diſprove it? Or what other Anſwer 
* can you make to it? e 
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Authority too, to paſs unpuniſh'd ; wonder rather at my not be- 


And I, in return, will do the fame Thing with you, who, for 


* Her Maj Title, &c. And now you. have read the Charge 


* is the Charge 1 have brought agaiaſt you; that you, mot ba- 
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Gumnbit Probatio you know is a ſettled Rule, - The Proof lies on 
your Part, and it belongs to you to make good your Charge, 
and as for the Diſproof of it. that's a thing I ſhan't ſo much as think 

of; till you ſhall be pleas' d to add Time, Place, and other Cir- 

cumſtances of the Fact, by your mention of which, I might be fur- 
niſt'd with ſome Materials towards the Proof even of a Negative. 

I mean plainly this; You ſhou'd have ſaid where, in what Sermon, 
and in what Page of that Sermon, I have plainly ſaid thole Words, 

or given this Aſſurance to the World. I ſay, plainly; for I muſt 

tell you, that I will not allow, nor will any equal Judge allow, of 
an Innuendo Proof of a Charge of ſuch a high Nature as this is; 
eſpecially as it may be manag d and improv'd hy one that is able to 
ſhew. that St. Paul. in the 13th Chap. tothe Romans, does not ſay 

any thing for the Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, nor for a Di- 

vine Commiſſion granted to the Magiſtrate, nor againſt Reſiſtance 

and Rebellion, incaſe the Subject thinks himſelf greatly aggriev'd: 

No, Pll veꝰer truſt my Life in the Hands of a Man fo deadly-cun- 

ning at Proving and Diſproving; unleſs I may firſt bar all Innuen- 
ds Proofs, Till therefore you ſhall bring ſome clear Proof of your 

Charge againſt me, | ſhall have nothing to do, but only 

3- Stoutly to deny it, and to aſſure the World (upon all the Character 
nd Authority that I have) that the Charge is utterly and entirel» falle. 

And from you, who, being my Accuſcr, ought not to be my Judge, 

I appeal 1. to the old {allowing that to be both Witneſs and 

Judge) to judge, whether I have ſaid this Thing to them, much more 

aſſur'd them of it; allowing you neverthe'ſs, to furniſh them with 

the beſt Proofs you have of the Matter. From youl appeal 2. to 

Her Majeſty (your Superior, I hope, you'll grant) who co mnanded 

the Printing of one of theſe Sermons, and has been graciouſly pleas'd 

do accept a Copy of the other; to Her Iappeal, whether rom any 

Thing ſhe heard in the One, or has read in the Other, ſhe has any 

Suſpicion that my Opinion is, That her Title to the Crown is only that 
| fr gy er _—_ K * [ 7 ys Shar of — — 
ſaid or intimated any ſuch Thing. rom youl a to 
God himſelf, the Soveraizn Jadg vs that Ine 


of all, who knows that L never 
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>. and much more before it was repeated and reinforcd in the 
* "Teſtament , there had been man Fathers without natural 
AﬀeAion , who had extremely ex their Paternal Com- 
miſſion and grof] abus d heir Paternal Power 5 tO the great 
Hurt, Vexation, R in, Deſtruction, and even Death of their 
Children; and yer all the Precepts we meet with, either in the Law 
or Goſpel, relating to the Behaviour of Children. to their Parents, 
are to this tenour ; Honour thy Father and Mother : Fhoſo Curſeth Father 
or Mother let him die the Death: Children obey your Parents in all {hinges 
v, of for this is Right &c. Not one Word or Hint do I remember in t 
whole Bible, directing, or giving allowance to Children, to ſtrike, 
caſt off, and much leis to kill their Parents, in caſe of their Cruelty 
Madneſs, or Rage; or for any Provocation whatſoever. There had 
been likewiſe, long before St. Paul wrote his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
(whether *rwas written in Claudins's — or Nero 's) many cruel 
Tyrants, and Monſters ol Men, in Poſſeſſion of the Higheſt Power, 
there had been one (if my Memory fails me not) before, and yet noc 
very long before that Time, of whom the Hiſtorian relates this 
Paſſage, that he wiſh'd all the Citizens of Rome had but one Neck. 
that he might diſpacth em all at one Blow; and yet not one Word 
do we me meet with in St. Paul, or any other Apoſtle, ſerving to in- 
ſtruct dubjects in the Natural Right, that they had in ſach Caſs, 
to defend themſelves by Reſiſtance; much leſs to Depoſe, Judge, Pu- 
nith, or (which in that Caſe might h d but a proper Return) 


on 5 vi 


ave ſeem 
to Neck, or behead their Soveraign ; Nothing but let every Soul be 
ſubject to the bigher powers: ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake : Whoſoever reſiſtet h the power, reſiſteth the 
Ordinance of God: and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation, &c. And laſtly, There bad been, without all doubt, in all 
Ages, both long before, and when the Apoſtles wrote their Epiſtles 
many bloody and ſavage Maſters, who had us'd their Slaves with the 
utmoſt Barbarity, had abus'd, beaten, wounded, ay and kill'd them 

too, only for their own Humour; and yet (tho'I am not ſure that the 
Power and Authority of Maſters over their Slaves is as much Jure 
Divino, as that of Parents over their Children, and Magiſtrates over 
their Subjects) I do not remember in Scripture any expreſs Al- 
lowance, much leſs Encouragement, given to Slaves to riſe up 

0. againſt, or to ſtrike their Maſters, and much lefs to knock them 


3 on the Head for publick Good: 5. e. to releaſe themſelves, and 
3 their Fellow-Servants, from an unreaſonable and intolerable Ser- 
thing vitude. But ſome Precepts I have met with there, which ſeem to 
onſi- look quite the other way; as that of St. Paul to Titus, Excyt Se- 


Vants 


1 Honour of Chriſtianity, and the Security 
ſome pe 
tue. 
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£7 Bod een chat of St. Peter, Servants be Obrditnt to ot the 
3»; "£5 all "of not oulp to the good and gentle; din 


For this i is. thank worthy if a Maw for pa ray 2 = 


4 dndace Grief, ſufferin wrongfully ; for what Glory js it, if 
yebe buffeted for your faults ye take it 
bade well and ſuffer-foz it, ye take it pattentfly, : is acreptable 


atiently ? but if when 


che 
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> with God, Precepts, I think, of the amoi Importance, both to 


of Humane 
rhaps may beſo wicked as to call them Doctrines of Servi- 
And the Thing, which upon theſe Suggeſtions, | 
intreat you, for God's ſake, for Religions ſake, and for 


celebrated Sermon on Rom. 13, you had Preach d. up the general 
Duties of Obedience and Subjection to the Higher Powers, in ſuth 
wanner, as the Apoſtles did, — as St. Paul has enjoyn d { noi Ti- 


tas only, } hope, but) all Preachers of the Goſpel to da; bra 


them in mind to be ſabject to Principalities and Powers, and 7 0 
4 


Theologico Poktical Maſter ; or indeed from corrups Human Na- 


re it ſelf, which is much more ready to teach its own Rights, and 


to praiſe | itz own Liberties, than tis to ſubmit to the Reſtraints 
that are laid upon it by God and Religion: 


Tonly add, That in Caſe you ſhall think fit to was any Re- 


ply to this Letter, if you ſhall keep cloſe to'the Queſtions berween 
us ; which are, or Ichink, may be teduc'd to only theſe Two, vi . 


Whet ber the Magifrates Power be from God, or from the People; 


and whether or u0 Subjects have a Coercive Pier over their Sove- 

raient; I may perhaps, if I can find Leifurefor it, give you the 
trouble of a Second Leiter. But if the Subject of what you may 
call an Anſwer ſhall be any thing elſe, I ena you now before 
hand that you ſhall have the laſt Word, For it your Reply 1 
be only, or chiefly, a Defence of your ſelf ut this my. Self-De 


fence, | fancy the World will by that time be weary of reading our 
fo that we ſhan' need to trouble the Printer 


fquablin g Letters; 


Vith them. Or ir. it hall be abbur the State of Natare, and the | | 
8 | Natural Rights of Mankind, in ſuch A 8 that's what theBcrip+- 


ft : . 


* | I « * 


Society, tho? 


ſtrates, and left them to learn their Natural Right (it you | N 
will have it ſo) to Reſiſt and Rebel, in Caſes of extreme Exigen- 
c, and of ſome poſſible attempts of their Governors, from ncca- 
dan, Hobs, Milton, Harrington, Author of the Rights "or ſome other 


wou'd 
your own 
Souls ſake, ſeriouſly to conſider, is, whether you had nor kept” | 
clober to your Text, and to the Text of the Goſpel too, if in your? 


—— Is <A roy — 
* 
* 


We Tarr Very Tirtle or nothing of; I dent remember that; 
any State of Nature, but only that ſinſul wretched Stati 
the Fall bas brought us all into: So that the other Sate of N 
tire may, 1 think, be a maiter more proper to be conſider d. at 
debated by Lay-men, than by Biſhops and Presbyters. And they 
xe in that Caſe, I ſhall leave you to be mumbled by the learn 
and very ingenious Author of a late Dialogue between Timorby* 
Band Philathers, who, I find, is well turniſh'd to Diſcourſe. ou 
upon that Subſect: and, who, tho at preſent he has choſen Hun- 4 
ſelf another Pley. felou, may perhaps be perſuaded, when he has 
done with him, to take a ſhort Game with you. Or if it ſhall be 
anly about Se- Defence, againſt all poſſible Attempts of Governors 
or others, that's noi me tangere; I have already» ſolemnly enga- 
ged that I will have nothing to do with that Point. Or Laſtly, II 
it ſhall be, about Original Contracts, Revolutions, &c. I tell ou 
plainly, that I an't at Leiſure, nor ſhan't be at Leiſure, nor I won't 
beat Leiſure, to write to you ſo much as one Single Line about 
yy ſuch Matters. | | 
„And fo commending you ( beartily, I aſſure you, notwithſtand- 
ing our prefent Pickerings ) to the Grace and Bleſſing of Almigh- 
1 God, I bid you fare wel, and remain, 


Sir, 


. Tour loving Friend 
13 | and Brother, 
1%, Re 
le; | * ** 4 * O FSP. EX ON. 
Ver 1 21 ; 5 ” 5 " 
te ⁊x;nq⸗ʒ⁊kyamy —ʃñĩxé;. • ¹ ͤ˙-w — ü | 
wy | JOEY T3 ; wad | 
Dre | N. B. The Reader is deſir'd to take notice, that the 
* rditions Ius d when I wrote this Letter, and to which a 


II ceſer, are of Mr. Hoadly's Letter, the firſt Edition of 

our Three Sheets and a Quarter: Of my Firſt Sermon, that 

he In Odevo in the Volume of 14 Sermons e And of my 

5. Pecond Sermon, that in Odtavo of a ſheet and Half, 
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